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A Historic Day for the University

°
The Executive Council held an important m%eting wherein the

®

names of 11 candidates selected for tea‘chi\ng positions in the
Departments of Economics and Defence Stbudies were approved
after opening the envelopes containing the@recommendations of
the selection committees. The Council also approved the selection
of 74 new non-teaching staff in various categories..The Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor has given the university a new lease of life by putting in

her best efforts in different spheres of the university.

With 288 teachers and 335 non-teaching staff members, the total
number of appointments has crossed the magical figure of 600. A &
ot more positivity and prosperity to be witnessed under the able

guidance and-lead€fship of our honourable Vice Chancellor Prof.

Prof. Shanthy Sundaram (Biotechnology) took charge
as 1t woman DSW of AU.

She took charge from Prof. S.M. Prasad (HOD Botany)
on 15" March, 2023.

to our visionary Vice-Chancellor
Prof. Sangita Srivastava
for leading her team into shaping a
futuristic university.

623

APPOINTMENTS IN 2 YEARS

11 NEW FACULTY MEMBERS
288 TOTAL TEACHERS

74 NEW NON-TEACHING STAFF
335 TOTAL NON-TEACHING STAFF

and still counting

Group A,B,C
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A woman with vision, empowers an empire of women to do more, see/more-and.be more...

Inclusivity and Diversity is now imbibed in the-DNA
of Allahabad University

A beautiful narrative is unfolding in/the Allahabad' University,-as 300 new faculty members from 25
different states and 15 countries round the globe have joined the workforce. A-person could be from a deprived
socio-economic set-up or from a far flung /north east or 'a small town of India, a-physically handicapped yet
mentally more alert faculty member, it could be a woman, who'is struggling to break the gender stereo types

and paving her way into a work world dominated by men.

But, sitting at the helm of affairs | wish to put forth before all of you that if you have the dream and the
perseverance to hold on to your dream, then this is the right place. Honest, dedicated hard work is the only
pantra. |, in this University have welcomed diversity and inclusion and this has been a historic and significant

aple from various cultures will outperform in the work place.

itment is to foster - Gender equality and diversity, Integration of people with physical

ish to promote social ethnicity social equality and cultural diversity.

dia is a land of diverse cultures. Each state has its own dress and its own food. Each has its set of old

jversity should become a meeting ground of diverse thinking, from diverse people.

focus on giving back to the community more enriched, grounded, humane and gentle youth, who will hold the
reins of tomorrow’s nation. These values will hold good with the students only when we practice what we

preach. We should be the forerunners of truth fullness.and-honesty, with a strong commitment for work.

Our nuclei are our student, when he interacts with multicultural, multi linguistic, multinational faculty
his horizons will widen. Education has to make 'a paradigm shift. We have to impart futuristic education. Their

degrees should be meaningful in providing them employment.

Our goal is that Allahabad University students should fly high and success touches their feet in all their

endeavors. They have to.be made future ready global citizens shaped by us.

Best always,

Prof. Sangita Srivastava
Vice Chancellor
University of Allahabad
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Poem — Prof. Jaya Kapoor

Woman you are beautiful,

Perched there on the swing, deep in thoughts,

Like you move between your worlds

Those inside and those outside.

As you gently rock with the toe hinged to ground,
ripples run into the innermost, with deeply engaged
thoughtfulness.

Woman you are beautiful

When you delve within your depths

Nature uncoil , A new being is infused with life

And when you hold these turmoiled bodies close, each
knotted thread in them unravels, as you infuse them
with your boundless love. When you touch the life
around you Enter the lives of stormy turmoils, they
find roots, find harbour and comfort. When you
whisper soothing words of love, they nourish the soul
forever. Each time, in each life.

Woman, you are beautiful.

Each time You push into dizzy heights,

With the desire to touch the sky,

Stretch and reach out for the stars,

Etch your trail into uncharted lands,

The realms flood with a surge of firm resolve
The palette fills with with newfound shades
Each time, in each endeavour,

Woman, you are beautiful.

When you weave in your hair

The dreams you cherish

In careless loops of the early morning bun.
Or the tales of accomplishments

In the careful whirls tucked by invisible pins.
Or the freedom of an opinion

In the waves let loose just like that

Or the desires untold

In the dark intricate mesh of the plaits.
Each time, in each expression,

Woman, you are beautiful.

“Think like a queen. A queen is not
afraid to fail. Failure is another stone to
greatness.”

Oprah Winfrey

Being a woman faculty, the University system
has given me a chance to prove my challenge,
grit and passion to thrive in a patriarchal
society. | have been treading a path that no
woman dares to. My view of empowerment is
the expectation of my institution from me as a
decision-maker  without  requiring  the
permission of the opposite gender. A female is
capable of performing much more than a man.
This is very clear and obvious when we take
Professor Sangita Srivastava, our Hon'ble
V.C. as our exemplary role model.

It is very important for all women to know
about themselves, get out of their comfort
zones, and set goals, build strong networks of
contacts and work on their self confidence. |
am and | will be limitless in my efforts and will
work fearlessly and tirelessly.

I would like to leave my blazing footprints on
my trail for other women to follow. Women
who are in sync with their inner power can rule
the world.

Prof. Shanthy Sundaram
Dean Student Welfare

Being a woman!

International Women’s Day,
popularized by the United
Nations since 1977, is celebrated
annually to highlight the
achievements of women. And
women have achieved a lot in
the 21t century, most
importantly their visibility in the
public sphere. Kudos to all
women achievers! And not the
least of them is our Honourable
Vice-Chancellor who is among
the few women heading a
Central University. Women are
contributing to the nation’s
development in every sphere -
economic, political, literary,
cultural, educational and so on .
The modern woman has come a
long way thanks to the struggles
of earlier generations. But she is
still seeking social spaces and
equality in the private sphere.
This too will be overcome
gradually and the 21t century
will be known for achievements
of women. We have miles to go
before we sleep but women are
covering those miles fast.

- Prof. Anuradha Agarwal

Ever since my childhood, I have had immense pride in being born a girl... and now a woman. Education is the path through which |
learned to dream, create, hope and ‘be the change’. My Teacher Dr. S Ananda Lakshmy taught me the subject of child development
and, in the process, gave me wings to fly. My journey working with children over the past three decades has been enriching and

immensely fulfilling.

As a woman, the one quality | deeply value is my ability to ‘feel’. The multitude of emotions | experience daily chisel me to feel for
children, fellow beings, plants, and animals. It has been a couple of weeks since | joined this glorious and beautiful University of
Allahabad. The immense joy in the company of students at the Family and Community Sciences Department keeps me actively
engaged in creative works. The grass, the flowers, the sky and the heritage building they all whisper their stories to me, and many a

time, | quietly sit down to listen to those unheard tales!

Prof. Roopa Shankar
Department of Family &
Community Sciences
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For me, being a woman is just being human. It’s an amazing experience to witness a
colourful, cheerful, confident and strong person who can emerge through the gamut of
experiences, perceptions, and internalisations which one experiences within and in one’s
interaction with the environment. | have never felt different being a woman; rather, |
have not given it so much thought, even in my work life. | have watched my mother live
her life meaningfully with a lot of passion, Late Prof. Girish Rastogi, a distinguished
scholar of Hindi literature and theatre personality and understood the essence of
womanhood. She would always say “stree nepathya mein hokar bhi pratyaksh hai. It’s all
about the impact you make”. Being vulnerable is the strength and the most fascinating

aspect of being a woman.

Every “She” can spin a tale of her wonderful
journey to chase the star as she is beauty, she is
style, she is love, she is compassion, she is
nurture, she is balance, she is an enigma and she
is passion. At this juncture of life, | feel a
complete woman in me after going through
metamorphosis of life with age. Girlhood offered
me limited choices, but developing wings in
those limitations and flying higher through the
different stages of life have been both challenging
and phenomenal to me. Today | realise that
woman in me has the ability to not just create and
nurture, but also to preserve, rescue, and balance.
We women are not just powerful, but we sail out

Prof. Bhoomika Kar

Womanhood is about possessing the
qualities of strength, justice and
compassion like the Indian Goddess
“Durga”. To me, women’s empowerment
does not mean comparing them with men
counterparts, rather it is all about
realising their positive qualities and
giving due regards. Distinguishing
women hockey and cricket players by
dedicating stadiums after their names,
recognizing their contributions and roles
in the armed forces, academics and
administrative services will be the few

For(e) mothers

Stay with me.

See son's shoot up,
board a train,
raise an army in fairwell.

For days, boy's scent,

no detergent washes off,
inhabits your dreamless
nightland.

the secret wait at the

gate for the mailman,

a first letter read, re-read,
memorized; a failed affair
with God to whom you turned
for succour.

at last the truth, plain
as water, atrembling
imaginative pool we dip into

through our lives with great responsibility by fine
tuning and balancing life events at all points of
time, may it be our home front or work place

steps

The letter “she” has “he” in it. He originates from
She and “She” encompass He. That’s the power
of She, and I am in love with this “She” in ME.

Prof. Vandana Singh

Womanhood for me is a journey which is much lived with so many
passengers. |, as a woman in the field of performing arts, have a rich
experience of life. | can write an epic about my observations and
experiences. Actually, | never had the time to think much about myself. |
was always running short of time and always chasing the time. But one thing
| observed very closely is that men usually don’t accept any successful,
powerful and knowledgeable woman. This enhances the struggle and
snatches time from your journey. | have lived many lives as different
characters on stage as an actor. As an actor, | feel it's so easy to portray
characters and live with and understand them for the performance, but it’s
difficult to live in the real world and deal with so many real-life characters. |
am happy that | have been getting much love as a daughter and as a mother
to conquer the world. | have so many loving friends and mentors who love
and support me unconditionally. After a long journey, | am now fortunate
enough to serve the University of Allahabad, and this opportunity is being
given to me by a woman Vice Chancellor Honorable Prof. Sangita Srivastava
ma’am. | am determined to fulfill all my duties as a teacher and as an artist
with honesty, hard work and loyalty towards my university, society and
nation.

- Dr. Vidhu Khare Das
Center for Theatre and Film

towards
empowerment in India.

. naked, tonsured, shorn,
achieving  women

again, and again, and again ...

Prof. Neelam Yadav

Chained

In the 'new world" with blurry visions

and claims of equality,

amidst murmurs, chants, buzz of OUR emancipation,
I spread my wings to fly,

A free bird! Thought I,

But my mother held me tight

and clipped my wings.

I cried hard but

Alas! I failed to fly....

| turned around and saw

an endless chain behind

Of faces resembling mine—

The mothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers—
the wingless generation of mother-figures

cutting off the wings of thought

of the generation next.

Dr. Pratima Chaitanya

Prof. Smita Agarwal
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Prof. Shabnam Hameed Ansar
Dept. of Urdu

We are in a celebratory moment right now as women are
leading the world of visual media, sports, academics,
literature, governance, the fashion industry, and
administration and what not. Women are affirming their
places. It's been a few weeks since Kartiki Gonsalves won an
Oscar for her short documentary, the producer of the film
Guneet Monga received an award with the words "Tonight is
historic as this is the first-ever Oscar for an Indian
production. India's Glory with two women..". Indian women
had already proven that they are equally capable of playing
traditional and non-traditional roles. In this moment of pride
and honor, we should also consider that in India, each day
86 rape cases are reported. Each day, on average twenty
women lose their lives due to dowry, and 6900 cases of
domestic violence have been filed by women victims in
2022. Moreover, our country has the highest rate of female
foeticide in the world in the year 2022.

As a woman in contemporary India, we have a difficult road
ahead against institutions of patriarchy and technologies of
gender. The global feminist movement is fighting for gender
equality, empowerment, sexual and reproductive health,
and human rights in contemporary times. The feminist
movement in India is also working for the same, but the
path is still grim. The movement has yet to understand
whether it wants to fall into the neoliberal trap, or it wants
to fight against problems like the intersectionality of caste,
gender, class, sexual violence, gender sensitization, and
other important issues as such. Patricia Hills and Dorothy
Smith argue that we can only do that by creating the
standpoint of women and creating women's worldview by
experiencing the world from the woman's perspective. In
other words, we need to create a feminist epistemology for
making the world a better place for women.

- Dr. Smriti Suman

Dlon' et anyone el you
JOu'e Weak becayse you're
aWoman,

Mary Kom




8

WHAT’S UP ON AU CAMPUS

Dept. of Geography

New Faculty Members

Name & Designation

Educational Qualification & . Work

Experience

Photograph

Dr. Kiran Kumari Singh

Associate Professor

Ph/D.in/ Geography, from Banaras' Hindu—University,
\Varanasi. Worked as|Assistant Professor.at-indian Military
lAcademy, Dehradun, Uttarakhand. Worked..as..Assistant
Professor at Central, University of ‘Punjab, Bathinda.
Worked as Associate| Professor at Central University of
South Bihar,Gaya.

Dr. Pawan Sharma

Associate Professor

Ph.D.in Geography from University of | Rajasthan,“Jaipur.
Worked as Assistant Professor in the Department of General
& Applied Geography, Dr.Hari Singh/Gour Central University,
Sagar, Madhya Pradesh Principal Investigator of UGC Start-up
Project and the ProjectBDirector /of ICSSR Major Research
Project.

Dr. Arti Kumari

’ Assistant Professor

M.A. and Ph.D .in Geodgraphy from Patna University,
Patna. Worked as an Assistant ' Professor at the
Department of Geography, Munger University
,Munger,Bihar for 2.5years.

Dr. Arti Singh

Assistant Professor

M.A. & Ph.D. from the Department of Geography Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi.

Dr. Arun Mondal

Assistant Professor

M.Sc. (15Y) in Geography, University of Calcutta.

M.Sc.(an)in Geoinformation Science and  Earth
Observation ,IIRS ,Dehradun under ISRO, India and
University of Twente, Netherlands (Joint). Ph.D.in Water
Resources Development and Management,|IT,Roorkee.
Research Associate in Water Resources Systems Division
at National Institute of Hydrology(NIH), Roorkee .Post-
doctoral Research Associate in School of Earth, Ocean and
Environment, University of South Carolina, U.S.A.

Dr. Desh Deepak Singh

Assistant Professor

Ph.D. from Department of Geography, University

of Allahabad,,Prayagraj.

Worked as Guest Lecturer in the Dept. of
Geography,University of Allahabad and Ewing Christian
College, Prayagraj. Worked as Assistant Professor in the
Department of Geography, Lovely Professional University,
Valandhar.

Dr. Farhana Khatoon

Assistant Professor

B.A., B.Ed. and.-M.A. from Aligarh Muslim University,
Aligarh. M.Phil. &P h.D. from Centre for the Study of
Regional Development, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi. Worked as PGT (Geography)Kendriya Vidyalaya,
IAndrews /Ganj, New: Delhi from 2012 to 2015 Worked as
lan  Assistant /Professor(Stage-Il) at the Department of
Geography, 'Vivekananda College, Kolkata from 2015to
2023;

Dr. Kavita Mishra

AssistantProfessor

Ph:D/.from Department of Geography, Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi. UGC Post Doctoral Fellow at
Banaras Hindu University,Varanasi Worked as an
Assistant Professor(Contractual)at Mahila Mahavidyalaya
Banaras Hindu University. Worked as an Assistant
Professor(Guest) at Vasant Kanya Mahavidyalaya
affiliated to Banaras Hindu University,Varanasi. Worked
as Assistant Professor at PG Department of Geography,
Kolhan University, Chaibasa ,Jharkhand.

Dr. Koyel Paul

Assistant Professor

Ph.D. 'and M.A.in@Geography from Vidya Bhavana,
\VisvaBharati, Santiniketan. Worked as Assistant Professor
for almost8 years in Department of Geography, Birbhum
Mahavidyalaya, an affiliated college under University of
Burdwan, West Bengal:
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Dr. Mahvish Anjum

Assistant Professor

Ph.D. in Geography from Aligarh®™ Muslim University,
)Aligarh. ICSSR Post Doctoral/ fellow from Aligarh™ Muslm
University, Aligarh fori.2years. Worked as~an-Assistant
Professor at Prof. Rajendra Singh (Rajju-Bhaiya) University,
Prayagraj | and Isabella ‘Thoburn “College, Lucknow.
Research Project Co-investigator.at PRSU, Prayagraj for 2
lyears.

Dr. Nitin Mishra
Assistant Professor

Ph.D.in Geography' from Department of “Geography,
Banaras Hindu University, Varanasi., Worked as an
lAssistant Professor at Department of\ Geography, Kartik
Oraon College, Gumla (Ranchi University).Worked as an
|Assistant Professor at PG Department of Geography,
Kalahandi University, Bhawanipatna, Odisha.

Dr. Ruchika Singh

Assistant Professor

Ph.D. in Geography from Jawaharlal Nehru University,
New Delhi. Worked as Assistant Professor at Deen Dayal
Upadhyaya Gorakhpur University, Gorakhpur from2018 to
2023.

Dr. Tania Debnath

Assistant Professor

M.Phil. and PhD in Economic Geography from JNU, New
Delhi. Worked as Research Associate in'NIUA, New Delhi
from 2019 to 2020 and ‘worked as Post-Doctoral
Research Fellow in project SHLC, University of Glasgow

and NIUA, New Delhi.

virgnmental Studies

ember

Educational Qualification & Work Experience

Photograph

Dr. Puneeta Pandey

Associate Professor

Ph.D. from Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Delhi.
Academic Diploma in Geographic Information Systems (UNIGIS
Professioal) from Salzburg University, Austria (2009), and GIS
Development Pvt. Ltd., Noida

M. Phil (2005-2007): ‘Assessment of Organochlorine Pesticide
residues in the Yamuna river sediment’, Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), CGPA 8.41 out of 9.

M.Sc. - Environmental Sciences (2003-2005), Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), New.Delhi

B. Sc. (Botany, Zoology and Anthropology): University of
Allahabad, Allahabad, 2003

Dr. Pankaj Srivastava

Assistant Professor

PhD
Worked as Assistant Professor (GITAM Deemed to be
University)

Dr.Jitendra.Ahirwal

Assistant Professor

MSc (Tech), Ph. D.
Worked : CAS- PIFI Postdoctoral fellow, Beijing; Research
Associate, Mizoram University, Aizawl
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Dept. of English & ME-L I

S--

Department of Ancient History, Culture and Archaeology

The Department of English and MEL | | ' The' Department-of Ancient-History, Culture, and Archaeology organized a national

organized a special lecture’ on 20%
March 2023. The eminent” resource
person for the event was Prof.
Banibrata ~ Mahanta  from  the
Department of English, Banaras Hindu
University, Varanasi. His lectured was
titled “Changing the Narrative: Re-
examining Disability Identity,
Reframing Disability Discourse”. Prof.
Sonjoy Dutta Roy, Head of the
Department of English and MEL,
welcomed the resource person.

Dr. Mahanta centered his talk on his
encounter of disability stereotypes,
prejudices and their circulation in
cultural spaces with reference .t0
various literary texts and television
serials. The lecture was followed by,
discussion on the topic. On/ this
occasion, Prof. S.K. Sharma, Prof:
Sarvajit  Mukherji, Prof. / Indrani
Mukherjee, Prof. Jaya /Kapoor and
other faculty members along with
t~research._scholars of |the department
| "were.present.

seminar on “Indian Historical View: Multiple Dimensions” on the 25" day of March

I

Roy, and\Prof,//Suniti Pandey, also graced the occasion. Prof. Harsh Kumar gave the

welcome address; Dr. Ramakant introduced the seminar theme; Prof. N.R. Farooqi
delivered the keynote address; subsequently, the chairperson, Prof. J. N. Paﬁ
the gathering. A total of three technical sessions were conducted in the i
these sessions, three special lectures and forty-two research presentations by scholars

from different institutions across India were held.

The eminent scholars shed light on different dimensions of History writing and related
aspects such as religion, art & architecture, and Archaeology in different technical
sessions of the seminar. The contributions of the “Allahabad School of History” were
also highlighted by different scholars. The seminar was ably coordinated by Dr.
Sarvesh Singh, Dr. Suchitra Majumdar, and Dr. Shailesh K. Yadav. Faculty members
of the Department Dr. Raghavendra P. Singh, Dr. Mukesh K. Singh, Dr. Pankaj
Sharma, Dr. J. S. Naulakha, Dr. Amit Singh, Dr. Mohana R., Dr. Gargi Chatterjee, Dr.
Reema, Dr. Ashutosh Singh, Dr. Atul Narayan Singh, Dr. Arvind, Dr. Ajay, Dr.
Ravindra, Dr. Ratnesh K. Singh, and Dr. Satya Prakash, the research scholars and P.G.
students of the department and Principals, teachers, research scholars and P.G. students

of various other institutions graced the seminar with their presence.
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Centre for Women’s Studies

International Women’s Day falls on 8" March. However, due to
the Holi revelry, the Centre for Women’s Studies, the University
of Allahabad, decided to celebrate Women’s Day by organizing
two functions on March 14 and 15, 2023.

On 14th March, the students recited self-compared poems on
“Nari Sabla hai Abla Nahin.”” This function was held in Gandhi
Bhawan, and Akanksha /Bundela; Shreya Rakesh Shukla,
Anushka Pandey and Sumaya Srivastava (students) were
awarded-first, second, third, and consolation prizes, respectively.
This_program-was_judged by Dr. Pratima Chaitanya and Dr.
Vinamarsen ‘Singh,. and it was/ chaired by Prof Santosh
Bhadauria. On.15th March, two short films, ‘Juice’ and ‘Listen
to~her,” “'were screened iin the Auditorium of the Institute of
Professional. Studies. ‘Both films focused on the double work
done by women, the, patriarchal expectations of the masculine
gender,-women’s multi-tasking, and their unspoken’ frustration.
The films-ended-with a positive message urging'women to take
an—independent stand. The event was/ followed by a panel
discussion by Prof. Anamika Roy (Department of Ancient
History), Prof. Jaya Kapoor (Department of English), and Dr.
Vidhu Khare Das (Centre for Film & Theatre).

URIVERSTY CF
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The Incubation Centre, the University of Allahabad, organized
STARTUP MELA on 27" March to provide a platform for showcasin

in India. She added that it was important to encourag

develop businesses and motivate students to initiate their o

and become self-reliant. More than 36 startups running inn
ventures related to Apparel and Clothing, Handicrafts, Millet based
products, Cow dung items, Pickles, Wellness care, Digital Consultancy,
Digital marketing, Books, Paintings, Financial services, spices, and
event management showcased their products and services. The event
was organized under the banner of Navkalpana Innovation and
Entrepreneurship Foundation under the tutelage of Prof. N. K. Shukila,
Prof. S. I. Rizvi, Prof. A. K. Singhal (Chairman, Incubation Cell) along
with Directors of the company incorporated in the Incubation Centre.
The Mela was attended by a large number of students and faculty
members of the university.

Prof. Shanthy Sundaram coordinated the event, and Dr. Shefali Nandan
was the co-coordinator. The other members of the organizing committee
were Dr. Himanshu, Dr. Archana, Dr. Ekta, Dr. Rohit, Dr. Panda, Dr
Charita, Dr. Rajesh, Dr. Sandeep, Prof. Neelam Yadav and Dr. Simant
There was an excellent response to the Startup Mela both in terms of
registrations and footfall. Students showed a keen interest in learning
about different processes and initiatives. The young entrepreneurs were
encouraged by the response to their ventures and products.
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e 7 AT ar feadi fReilY faeameit s & 3garesT-aa
F gEFAT3T o FTAl B AT H gl B ARG Tl FgoT &I § ey i
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fAaoT & Sreer githest Yedler 3R Sl & ey g o= 3mfSra
TS |56 T AT AT Toar Ta I foleh $TRAT $INT T80T & S.gaher
FHAR GURA FRaT|  HIEATS & 3e@res g4 & anehardy fidqe sf.
FUT TR ST o gl o ST & Fed, FeArarg AR Sefdesiar
& fafay 3maAT w1 @99 3770w et & Jee FT Sd & af 98
TR 3IR Zare 1gar3it & 931 3741C ¢ 18 Teehl ISl o Sfaet & S5
375, AEe AR-aifaat @ @it e g AEd sfafy o due
SR Rofdl.a &aT T S SR 326 & [affesT SeX Fioel o
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Each time a woman stands up
for herself, without
knowing it possibly,

without claiming it, she
stands up for all women.

- Mayga Angelow ”

A two-day National Seminar was organized by the Department &
and MEL from 24 to 25 March 2023. It began with \'\l!: hi
lamp by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sangita S
presence of eminent dignitaries and scholars from ac

Dr. Mrityunjay Rao Parmar delivered the welcome addre

warm regards to everyone. The Head of the Departmé

Dutta Roy, gave the inaugural speech, which was about %

delivered an extensive lecture that was divided into three parts: a
history of wars, the rasas of history and the confluence of time, and
itihasamimamsa. The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor addressed the gathering
and emphasized the importance of such conferences as they add to the
critical discourses in the realm of literary historiography.

Thereafter, all the dignitaries were felicitated by the faculty pfembers of
the department. The Guest of Honour, Prof. Harish Trivedi, deti

lecture on the topic “Literature and History: East and West.” He began
his lecture by giving references to the Keynote Address delivered by Prof
Makarand Paranjape. Being an alumnus and a former faculty member of
the Department of English of the University of Allahabad, Prof Trivedi
shared his nostalgic experiences in the university. The inaugural session
was concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by Dr. Vivek Dwivedi. The
programme was emceed by Dr. Sadaf Siddiqui. Some retired faculty
members of the department graced the event with their presence.

Day 2 of the two-day National seminar started with a session gr

the presence of eminent dignitaries and scholars fro

country. Prof. Prakash Joshi was the moderator for the first ro

panel discussion by Prof. Neelum Saran Gaur, Prof. Prakash Sinha, Pro
Baran Farooqi, and Prof. Smita Agarwal. Prof. Neelu

elaborated that history speaks through episodes of literatur

Farooqi began by expressing her delightful nostalgia for her e

at the University of Allahabad. The next speaker, Prof. Prakash

began his talk with the concept of reconstructing history and questioning
the purpose behind revisiting it. Following this was a lecture by Prof.
Smita Agarwal, who started with the idea that intentionally personalized
poetry can also be a medium to revisit history. Thereafter, the panelists
were felicitated, and the vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Prashant
Pandey.

The second session of the day included a lecture on “Revisiting the
Political History of the Indian Struggle for Independence through Political
Novels” by Prof. Hitendra K Patel. The talk addressed gaps in the
historiography of India’s struggle for Independence. The session was
chaired by Prof. Susheel K Sharma, who also shared his ideas on the
topic.

The third session constituted a distinguished lecture titled “Disaster
Flows: Historical Legacies and Continuing Vulnerability in the
Contemporary Hydro novel” by Prof. Pramod K Nayar. By illustrating the
example of “The Water Knife” by Paola Bacigalupi, he talked about the
revival of oceanic humanity. The Chairperson for the session was Prof.
Sonjoy Saxena. Prof. Ashish Saxena also delivered a lecture on “Towards
Subaltern History and Social Transformation: Re-examining Identity and
Justice for Tribes in India” in the second session.
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A two-day exhibition-cum-sale, Skill Carnival 3.0,
was organized by the Department of Family and
Community Sciences on 20" and 215t March 2023.
The exhibition was inaugurated by Hon’ble Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Sangita Srivastava, in the
presence of Registrar, Deans, Heads, and other
Faculty members. The exhibition showcased the
creativity and imagination of students enrolled in
various courses in the Department. Kalamkari
paintings, Gond artwork, Jharokhas prepared by
Phad art, various Home / Decor items made of
terracotta, Craft items, Mural‘art, Lippan art, and
|~ Cross-stitch..were the major attractions at the
" Carnival:The budding artists and entrepreneurs of
the department.| garnered praise  and
encouragement from the faculty/members, parents,
| and-students. of various other departments. The
long-cherished idea of Skill /Carnival-3 could
become a reality through the joint efforts of the
staff,

__students_of  the Department of Family and

teaching non-=teaching” members,” and

Community Sciences.

‘Cultivating Joyous Mindset’

Childhood Care Centre, Department of Family and Community Sciences, ©
March 17, 2023. The workshop was organized by the faculty members of
the Department of Family and Community Sciences with the objective of
cultivating positivity and joy in the participants through various mind-
stimulating and thought-provoking activities. The first activity focused on
identifying and keeping all that is nourishing while the letting go of the
clutter we have been holding onto be out. In this activity, the partici

had to draw their favourite vacation destination, favourite food i
favourite Nature object. The next activity was based on Gestal

participants were provided pieces of a puzzle that they had to arrange in a
organized manner. The theory is based on the fact that th

whole is greater than the sum of its parts.’ This validates the un

that while challenging circumstances are perceived as negative, the
meaning in the larger, organized whole of our lives. The third activity
instilled in the participants’ minds the importance of gratitude by holding
on to a gratitude pebble. They were asked to feel thankful and show their
gratitude to the universe for the positive and good things that make life
worth living. The last activity focused on strengthening the belief system of
the participants through repetition. They were made to strengthen the
belief that ‘life is good,” ‘1 am confident,’” ‘I am happy,’ ‘My life is
of UoA, Prof.
inaugurated the workshop. She expressed her thoughts in the workshop

joyous.’Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Sangita Srivastava,
and said we must always maintain an optimistic mindset and attitude. In
the process, we would see amazing changes around us. She also highlighted
that a positive attitude helps us to live our life cheerfully and to forget all
our worries and negative thinking. We should speak good things about
others with a positive frame of mind. All the respected Heads and Women
faculty members of the Science Faculty also graced the workshop with their
participation.
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Centre of Behavioural and Cognitive Sciences

The Centre of Behavioural and Cognitive Sciences (CBCS), University of
Allahabad, conducted a four-day workshop on Cognitive Neuroimaging:
Experimental Design and Analysis from 16th to 19th March 2023, with
intensive training in data acquisition, design, and analysis using functional
MRI. Prof. Bapi Raju from IlIT Hyderabad and Dr. Srikanth Padmala, and Mr.
Sahithyan S from Centre for Neuroscience, Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore, were the resource persons for'the workshop. A total of 9 faculty
and 12 senior doctoral and Postdoctoral scholars from various institutions
like IT Roorkee, IIT Kanpur, IIT Hyderabad, IIT Madras, IIT BHU, NIMHANS
Bangalore, Thapar University,’/ Symbiosis’ Institute of Operations
Management, Dept of Zoology ‘and CBCS, the UoA, participated in the
workshop. The sessions/ were /conducted at the Centre's National
Neuroimaging Facility, establishedin"2019 with a large-scale grant from the
Department of Science and Technology, Government of India, dedicated to

research.and accessible to scholars from institutions across the country.

" This workshop helped in facilitating potential collaborations on research
works like the effects of aging and blood glucose levels on brain function,
Stroke, "Autismj, consumer neuroscience of buying-shopping disorders,
language.comprehension, and Motor-Memory consolidation using TMS and
| fMRI.-The workshop concluded with networkifig and collaboration sessions
" with CBCSfaculty,. Prof. Bhoomika Kar, Dri®Amrendra” Singh, Dr. Shiv K.
Sharma, and Dr. Jayprakash, who discussed the ongoing  studies at the
National Neurcimaging Facility. Such studies include investigating the effect
of various conditions, such' as ' aging, bilingualism, .Ssocioeconomic status,
literacy, obesity,~and neuroaesthetics, on brain structure and function. The
I possibility of collaborations with cognitive’ neuroscience experts at CBCS
with Machine learning and cemputational neuroscience experts from
technical institutions was also discussed.

and Diseases with special reference to the Repr

Health of Young Women on 15th March 2023. The Chief
Patron of the symposium was Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof.
Sangita Srivastava, and the Patron was Prof. Bechan Sharma.
Prof. R. S. Verma, Director of MNNIT, graced the function as
the chief guest. The other eminent dignitaries were Prof.
Jagdamba Singh, Convenor of ISCA Allahabad Chapter, Prof.

Development, on the topic Biology of aging. T
was continued by the next talk delivered by Dr.

menstrual health and hygiene. In this talk, she discussed
abnormal menstrual cycles, PCODs, the role of stress, diet, and
exercise in maintaining reproductive health. The last talk of
the symposium was delivered by Dr. Neeraj Kumar, Executive
Secretary, NASI, Prayagraj. His talk was on under nutrition. He
discussed malnutrition and Diseases. Prof. S. I. Rizvi, Dean
R&D, Prof. K.P. Singh, HoD of Zoology, Prof. B. Mohanty, Prof.
V. Tripathi, Prof. Bhoomika Kar, HoD of CBCS, Dr. Niraj Kumar,
E.S. of NASI (Prayagraj), Prof. I. R. Siddiqui, Prof. S. M. Prasad,
HoD of Botany, were the advisory committee members for this
symposium. Prof. K. P. Singh and Dr. Ritu Mishra were the
convenors; Dr. Manish Sharma and Dr. Anusha Singh were co-
convenors; Dr. Kapinder, Dr. Prateek Kumar, Dr. Arup
Acharjee, Dr. Rajesh Kumari, Dr. Gaurav Majumdar were
organizing secretaries. A number of undergraduate,
postgraduate, and research scholars participated in the
symposium by making/presenting posters on the theme

“Global Science for Global Wellbeing.”
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On 27t March 2023, a fourteen-day online interdisciplinary Refresher Course on Advanced Research Methodology &
Technical Writing was inaugurated under the directions of Prof. Ashish Saxena, Director, UGC-HRDC, the UoA, and patronage
of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sangeeta Srivastava, UoA, Prayagraj. This course is an initiative of UGC-HRDC, Allahabad
University, with the motive to enhance the understanding of recent and advanced methodology in academia. Prof. Surinder S.
Jodhka, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences, JNU, was the Chief Guest, and Prof. S. I. Rizvi, Dean,
R&D, the UoA, was the Guest of Honour over there during the inaugural ceremony. In this program, participants were from
different subject disciplines and from across the country.

Prof. Ashish Saxena, Head, Department of Sociology & the Director, UGC-HRDC, the University of Allahabad,
expressed his views on the necessity of ‘advanced research methodologies and technical writing” in the changing world.While
delivering the inaugural address, Professor Surinder S. Jodhka (Professor, School of Social Sciences, JINU, Delhi) discussed the
Practice of Science: A Sociological Imagination. He emphasized that the students of science should learn from the students of
social sciences, and the students of social sciences must learn from the students of science.

Thereafter, Prof. S. I. Rizvi, Dean, R& D, the UoA, a veteran Biochemist, shed light on the phases of research over the
past fifty years and looked at the advent of artificial intelligence as a boon in the domain of research. His emphasis was also on the
interdisciplinary approach in academics as he.himself comes from a natural science background and enthusiastically contributes to
literature and philosophy.

During the second session of the day, two speakers, namely, veteran sociologist Professor Ashok Kaul (Emeritus
Professor at BHU, Varanasi) and Professor Debal Singha Roy (School of Social Sciences, IGNOU, New Delhi), chaired the
session. Professor Kaul gave a magical description of the Rise of Capitalism along with the rise of social science. Professor Debal
Singha Roy delivered a lecture’on the'questions related to research which was much needed, viz., What it is?; how is it?; why is it?
He briefed on the historical, contemporary, subjective, and objective basis of research.

Dr. Deborah Darlianmawii, Department of Sociology, UoA, moderated the session. Then at the end of the session,
i~ Course Co-ordinator Dr. Keyoor, as well as the faculty in the Department of Sociology, the UoA, offered a formal vote of thanks to
| the-speakers and-participants. The course program continued till 9th April 2023.

Dept. of Education CSR Cell

The annual function of PG Association, Abhivyakti, was.organized on . o . v, / “Mahindra Pride Classroom-

24th_March.2023 by the M.A. and M. Ed. Students and AN ‘ Employability Skill Training for Women”
| Ph.D:-scholars of the Department . The Chief Guesteof this

function was Prof. P. K.'Sahoo, Former Head,

Dept. of Education. In his address, he talked about the

was organised from 23" February 2023
to 2nd March 2023. CSR Cell, UoA in

importance of culturalactivities for all-round developmentof students. association with Naandi Foundation

| _The~Head-of the.-Department, Prof.Dhananjai’ Yadav, welcomed the guests. ‘ 4 .~ (project  implementation) organised
I~ Association, Dr..Saroj Yadav, along with Dr. Sonia Sthapak and “Mahindra Pride Classroom-
| Dr. Devi-Prasad Singh directed and guided the students in various activities. ) Employability skill Training for women”
" All the faculty members of the Department were present at the function to i 7l for the students of Centre for Fashion

encourage the students. A vote of thanks was given by an M. Ed. Student, ! Design and Technology, University of

Shiv Singh. : Allahabad.
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Centre of Experimental Mineralogy. and Petrology & the Dept. of Earth and Planetary Sciences

On March 16, 2023,/an jinvited talk 'was jointly organized. by the National-Centre of Experimental Mineralogy and Petrology
(NCEMP) and the Department of Earth and\Planetary Scienees (DEPS) at.the University of Allahabad. The invited speaker, Dr.
Ludovic Ferriere, Chief'Curator (Impactites'and Meteorites Collection; Natural History Museum Vienna, Austria), spoke on “
and why to look for new meteorite  impact craters on Earth?”. He emphasized the role of impact processes, s

address. Prof. Pati thanked the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, the UoA, for her encouragement and support in organizing t
talk. On the successful completion of the event, the Head, DEPS, Professor Jayant Nath Tripathi, proposed a vote of
the speaker and all the attendees for making the session dynamic.

more than two hours, numerous interesting scientific questions were taken up by the speaker. This program was attend
all the faculty members, scientists, research scholars, and graduate and post-graduate students of DEPS and NCEM
University of Allahabad.

Purpose of this present visit to/India: This is the first visit of Dr. Ludovic Ferriere to India. He was exposed to all three confirmed
Indian-meteoritic. impact structures (Lonar Crater, Maharashtra; Dhala Structure, Madhya Pradesh; Ramgarh Structure,
Rajasthan) with the help and support of two Ph:D.'students (Mr. Anuj Kumar Singh and Mr. Shivanshu Dwivedi) of Prof. Pati.
They.helped him\to explore, locate, and collect the best impactites samples in these impact structures for the impactites
collection_of the.Natural History Museum Vienna (Austria). The main objective of Dr. Ferriére’s visit to India is to further
confirm~the impact origin of the /Ramgarh structure. Dr. Ferriere’s visit to the UoA is likely to initiate future research

collaborations.




Prof:“A. R.-Siddiqui received Bhugol Shashtra Bhushan Award 2023. The
Deccan-Geographical” Society of India awarded the very prestigious award
'‘Bhugol Bhushan National Award' to Professor A. R. Siddiqui, former head of
Invited Lectures/Awards the.Department of Geography, the University of Allahabad, for his contribution
to~the field—of-Geography during XVII DGSI International Conference,
organized by the Department of Geography, Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi, during-25-27 February 2023.
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Prof. Dhananjai Yadav and Dr. Ruchi Dubey from the "
Dept. of Education delivered a lecture. They were Keynote
speakers in the Seminar on New Education Policy held on

at DIET, Prayagraj, on 29t March 2023.

SATETaIG e faRatacarery # sfagre fsmmer & sreaat oY,
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HeT B AFITAT TTENST aUT TSt e daHTeT

AR HT G20 HETETT Flaar 3R AR @y & Raw @i #1 geaw @iRaa gl - o8 989 AARiet B Saeveie Tedel aar
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3751l AR AIE a1 G-20 o HRX o ICHLTAT I H ol dTel Jo QW T3 Tl 3TINSTAl IR FehrRISTelT|

PoCcO
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EHRATRATIA T TRAF T&TER TET § oraehT 317eT ol S{AeT Tt 3maeaehar 8 ¥ | S8 ST I Hhel Tollet 3 TIHIH YA
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Department of Visual Arts

=i 23-03-2023

TGl fIsTeT semgsre faRaearer # ‘AqRe Heor e
WWW%@WWWW@W.%@
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Research Publications

Name of the author Department/Centre Name of the Impact Indexing

Journal Factor (<

Prof. Ajay Kumar Jaitly Department of visual International 7.97 Indexing In Google
(Mallika Sahu) Arts Journal of Scholar, Researcher |
Creative Research Thomson Reu
Thoughts Mendeley,etc.

Prof. M.P. Singh (Mohan Centre of International . Scopus
Prasad Singh), (Vartika Biotechnalogy Journal of
Mishra, PriyankaYadav) Biological
Macromolecules

Prof. M.P. Singh (Mohan | Centre of Journal of Fungi
Prasad Biotechnology
Singh),(PriyankaYadav,
Vartika Mishra etc).

Prof. M.P. Singh (Mohan | Centre of Diagnostics
Prasad Singh), (Divya Biotechnology
Mishra, Ashish Mishra
etc).

Dr. Ashwani Kumar Department of Botany | Journal of . Web of
Environmental Science, Scopus
Management

Dr. Ashwani Kumar Department of Botany | Ecotoxicol Web of
Environ Saf. Science, Scopus

Dr. Ashwani Kumar Department of Botany | J. Taiwan Institute Web of
of Chemical Science, Scopus
Engineers
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Time Poverty: Hindrance to Women’s Rights & Health

Miss Jigyasa Kumar
Curator, Vizianagram-Hall
University of Allahabad

\

Every day, all over the world, women and girls perform countless hours of work without pay. Girls are socialized to
be caretakers from an early age. Girls spend 50% more time helping around the house than boys. By adulthood
women spends an average of 2-3 times as many hours per day as men on unpaid work like shouldering the
heaviest burden of cooking, cleaning, and caring for children and the elderly. Even as female participation in the
paid workforce grows, women continue to provide the majority of unpaid care work. When all types of work (paid
and unpaid) are considered, women work longer days than men on average.

This inequitable gender-based allocation of unpaid domestic work, representing “double-duty” for women who
enter the workforce, often leaves women with little or no
discretionary time. This is known as time poverty. Time poverty
has important repercussions for women's economic
opportunities and health, and is a manifestation of the systemic
oppression of women via gender inequality and restrictive
gender norms. For women time poverty affects their capacity to
participate in education and to enjoy good health, rest and
leisure, thereby depleting their capacities.

The redistribution of unpaid care and domestic work does,
however, present challenges. Low-income households do not
often have the option to reduce and outsource their unpaid
care and domestic work through market substitutes, such as by

purchasing ready-made foods or hiring care workers. Because
of the application of discriminatory social norms and gender

stereotypes, those tasks cannot be easily redistributed from {‘

women and girls to men and boys. The intensity of unpaid care and domestic work undertaken by women and,g

in poor families can create a poverty trap. As a result of the time and energy spent on unpaid responsibil

women are constrained in their.capacity to seek income-generating opportunities, and, because of their in
X

poverty, they are unable to-afford a reduction in the time and drudgery associated with unpaid care and dom
v

work.

It is often assumed that households, and in particular women in the household, will continue to provide care to
their members through whatever socioeconomics and demographic changes may come. Women'’s time is not
infinitely elastic, however, and‘coping strategies can produce unintended outcomes. In the context of health crises,
for example, girls can miss.out on school because of time spent fetching water and looking after bedridden family
members. When caring for elderly relatives, women may be obliged to reduce their income-earning work or forgo
promotions and training opportunities.

T2 €45

Myth: Two years ago, when lockdown began, it was a safe
assumption that a lack of commuting and in-office
interruptions would free up time for remote workers. The
pandemic only exacerbated these existing issues, leading nearly 3
million women to leave workforce. While some women reaped the
benefits of work from home, 80% of those surveyed in Deloitte
Global’s 2021 report, Women @ Work said their workloads
increased due to the pandemic and nearly half adapted their
working hours to accommodate increased caregiving duties,which
hampered their relationhip with their employer.
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Impact of Time Poverty on women’s health & economic prospects:

Impact of
Time Poverty

Economic
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Unlike other resources, time is finite. All responsibilities and tasks must fit within the 24 hours in a day. The

Conclusion:

concept of time poverty, therefore, is not defined by taking away or adding hours but by how such a finite
resource is used. Women and girls are time-poor leaving little or no time for rest or leisure. For women and girls
who bear the responsibility of paid and unpaid care and domestic work, time poverty often forces them to make
harsh trade-offs, including having less time for self-care, which can have adverse impacts on their health and well-
being.

Protecting women’s income security is essential for promoting the health, nutrition and well-being of

mothers and infants, longer-term strategies are also needed to transform the stereotypical gender roles

assign the bulk of childcare'to-women. ‘
To effectively reduce income and time poverty among women, they must be accompanied by Iarge-s
investment in time-saving/infrastructure, such as water, electricity and transport, as well as public services ~
that reduce and redistribute unpaid care and domestic work.

Evidence from diverse settings indicates that increasing women's control over resources translates to greater
investment in children's nutrition, health, and education. A multi-country study revealed that increasing

female representation in parliaments results in greater spending on education as a percentage of GDP.

In one analysis conducted in low and middle income countries, women's decision-making power and
education were found to correlate strongly with improved outcomes across multiple sectors, demonstrating

that expanding women's agency broadly improves health and development for women, their families, and

their communities.

The issue calls for systemic restructuring- changes in the status quo.
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Amazing World of Crab Spiders in the Science Campus, UoA

Dr. Bharat Pandram
Assistant Professor, Department of Zoolog

Abstract

The crab spiders, which belongs to the family Thomisidae (genus Thomisus) commonly, is known as flo
or flower crab spiders because of their crab-like appearance. Now, the crab spider’s family is the sevent

family with 2155 species and 170 genera /known. However, the Indian record is only 9.7% of the

Many seasonal flowers like Marigold (genus'Tagetes) are the center of attraction on the Science campus. Variations

of flowers helped the crab spiders to survive. Varieties of seasonal flowers are found on the Science campus and

cephalothorax and abdomen in the structure. It has eight homogeneously colored eyes arranged in two transverse
rows of four each. The crab spiders have larger and stronger front legs than the other six, which are held sideways,

and hold on to while paralyzing the prey with a venomous bite.

The crab spiders are not very active hunters but they sit and wait patiently to hunt prey in flowers, leaves, foliage, or

leaf litter. They remain placid until the prey arrives and catches it. They are sexually dimorphic. Most of the species
of Thomisidae males are sometimes much smaller than females. Few crab spiders hunt in the crevices of tree truyn

or shelter under crevices by day and come out to hunt prey. Crab spiders are a very important fauna and maintai

ecosystem of the science campus. \,
|

Sites of study are selected based on crab spiders diversity and Most of the surveys were conducted in the scien
campus, University of Allahabad; Prayagraj, U.P., India.

Figure 1: Marigold flowers in.the Science campus. Fig 2: The cryptic coloration by the female crab spider
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Fig 3: Courtship behavior by the male and female crab'spiders  Fig 4: Showing structure of the female crab spider
Thomisus sp. on the Marigold flower. (Science campus)

—
Conclusion: —

Due to habitat destruction by development activities in urban environments, we need to pay attention to our
ecosystem by planting varieties of flowers. Therefore, seasonal flowering plants are not only fascinating but also
conserve tiny creatures like spiders. However, careful planning and proper maintenance of flowering plants on the
science campus provide the opportunity to increase the diversity of crab spiders but also their conservation status.

Thus, the flowers and Eco-friendly green Campus attract arachnologists to work on a variety of spiders.

Acknowledgment: —

I would like to express my-deep gratitude to the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Ma’am for providing me with' ~
opportunity to work here.J’am thankful to Dean, Faculty of Science, and Head of the Zoology Department for their =

support.
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Book of the Edition Movie of the Edition

The Moment of Lift The Elephant Whisperers

A NETFLIX DOCUMENTARY SHORT

ANEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

i «ELEPHANT
THE WHISPERERS

How Empowering Women
Changes the World

MELINDA
GATES

WITH A NEW AFTERWORD

Editorial Board

The concept of AU Talk was a long cherished dream of our Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, and finally, her
able leadership has given wings to this noble thought to fly and spread the message across. The idea
behind this initiative is very original and has been taken up for the first time in the history of the
university. It gives us immense pleasure that AU Talk adds an extra feather to its academic brilliance

=

Patron: Hon’ble Vice Chancellor

Members of the Editorial’Board:

1) Dr Chandranshu Sinha, Associate Professor, Dept. of Psychology
2)--Dr Nakul Kundra, Associate Professor, Dept. of English

3). DrJaswinder Singh, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English

4)-. Dr.Charu Vaid, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English

5).._Dr.Shiban Ur Rahman, Assistant Professor, Dept. of English

6)-. Mr-Vishal Vijay, Assistant Professor, Centre of Theatre & Film
7)-DrSandeep Kumar Meghwdl, Assistant Professor, Dept. of Visual Arts
8) Miss Jigyasa Kumar, Curator, Vizianagram Hall & Museum

To publish your.news/event/in'the upcoming edition, please send the write-up and a relevant picture
to:” vizianagramcurator.au@gmail.com




