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"Citadel of Learning: The Glory of University of Allahabad"

+ The Hon'ble Union Minister of Education, Shri
Dharmendra Pradhan, was gifted a copy of the Coffee
Table Book of the University of Allahabad by the
Hon'ble Vice Chancellor of the University of Allahabad,
Prof. Sangita Srivastava.

The Hon'ble Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Shri Yogi Adityanath, was present as Chief Guest on the
occasion of the Annual Function of Maheshwari Prasad Inter College, Kaushambi. He was presented a copy
of the Coffee Table Book of the University of Allahabad by the Hon'ble Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sangita

Srivastava, on behalf of the University.

+ Former President of India Shri Ram Nath Kovind was presented a copy of
the Coffee Table Book of the University of Allahabad by the Hon'ble Vice
Chancellor, Prof. Sangita Srivastava, on behalf of the University.
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G20 University Connect Programme

With patronage from Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor Prof. Sangita Srivastava, the Department of Political Science,
University of Allahabad, organised the ‘G20 University Connect Programme’ at the University in collaboration
with the Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi. The programme was held
under the visionary leadership of the Head of the Department of Political Science, Prof. V.K. Rai and Professor
Pankaj Kumar. The Department organised a poster competition on the theme “The Youth as Equal Partners in
the Development Agenda” at the Senate Hall Corridor, University of Allahabad, on 11" September 2023.The
Department also organized an essay competition on the topic “India’s G20 Presidency: The Role of Youth” at the
Conference Hall on 12" September 2022. On the concluding day of the G20 University Connect programme, a
special lecture was organized as a part of the lecture series on “Engaging young Minds” at the Tilak Hall (Senate
House Campus) on 14" September 2023. The lecture was delivered by Ambassador Ms. Preeti Saran, Former
Diplomat, Government of India. Prof. V. K. Rai, Head of the Department, warmly welcomed the guest speaker
and delivered the welcome address. The Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Sangita Srivastava, presided over the
programme.Dr. Ritambhara Malaviya, the Coordinator of the event, moderated the programme. The speaker of
the session, Ms. Preeti Saran, outlined how India, under its G20 Presidency, created opportunities for the
developing countries to raise their issues and ensured the representation of the Global South. In her presidential
address, the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor spoke about the progress achieved by India to date and the tasks of youth.
Dr. Rehnamol P R, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of Allahabad, presented a
report of all the events organised under the G20 University Connect programme. Dr. Smriti Suman, Co-

coordinator of the event, proposed a Vote of Thanks on behalf of the Department.

The programme culminated with the participation of six selected students of the University of
Allahabad under the guidance of five faculty members who were led by Prof. Pankaj Kumar at the G20
University Connect Finale at Bharat Mandapam, Delhi, on the 26 September 2023. The students got a
wonderful opportunity to be part of the audience for the interactive address by the prime minister of the

country, wherein he gave a call to the youth to participate in nation-building.
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VIKSIT BHARAT @ 2047

The university departments and hostels made arrangements to broadcast the address by the Honorable Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, on “Viksit Bharat.” The students and faculty members enthusiastically listened to
the PM and learned about his vision for India in 2047; they felt encouraged to contribute to the overall
development of the country with their best efforts.
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Centre of Environmental Studies

The Centre of Environmental Studies observed
World Soil Day on 5™ December 2023. The event
started with a tree-plantation drive in the M N Saha
students. The
coordinator, Prof Umesh Kumar, elaborated on the

Garden by the faculty and
negative impact of human activities on the
ecosystem and the degradation of our land
resources. Prof. D. K. Chauhan
Department of Botany gave an

from the
inspiring
presentation to the attendees, which included
scholars and students. He said that soil health has
been decreasing daily since the Green Revolution.

The invited lecture was delivered by Dr. Ashwani
Kumar, Associate Professor, Department of Botany,
UoA, on the leading cause of soil deterioration and
sustainable soil management. He pointed out that
the youth can play the most crucial role in restoring
the ecosystem. He concluded his lecture by
focusing on plant-microbe interaction and its role in
ecological restoration and sustainable
development. The event was organised by Dr.
Pankaj Srivastava, Assistant Professor, Centre of

Environmental Studies.
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Department of English and Modern European Languages

The Department organized a lecture on “Digital Humanities: What,
Why, How?” by Prof. Sukanta Chaudhuri, a former Professor of English,
Jadavpur University. Prof. Chaudhuri elaborated on the significance of
digital technology in the field of humanities; he illustrated his
presentation with a number of striking and appealing examples from
day-to-day life. He substantiated his arguments by referring to Open
Source Shakespeare Advanced Search, The Republic of Letters, topic
modelling, mapping metaphor, historical thesaurus, digital archiving,
Wikileaks, hyperbibliography and computational stylistics. In his
opinion, computational technology has facilitated human life to a great
extent, and digital humanities has a bright future. The eminent speaker
apprised the august audience of the tremendous support of digital
technology in bringing all works of Tagore on one online platform called
“Bichitra: Online Tagore Variorum”.

After the illustrious lecture, a question-answer session was moderated
by Prof. Prakash Joshi; the session eventuated in a fascinating
discussion on the pros and cons of technology in the context of
humanities. It is notable that this lecture was the fourth lecture in the
distinguished lecture series started in the centenary year of the
department.

The lecture was graced by former Professors of the Department, Prof.
Neelam Saran Gaur, Prof. K. G. Srivastava, Prof. A. N. Dwivedi, and
others. Prof. Sanjoy Saxena felicitated Prof. Chaudhuri, a renowned
speaker. Dr. Mrityunjay Rao Parmar anchored the event. Prof. Jaya
Kapoor, Convener of the lecture, extended the vote of thanks. The
event was a grand success.




Department of Sociology

The Department organized an online inter-
disciplinary refresher course on “Research Methodology in
Social Sciences” under the aegis of UGC-Human Resource
Development Centre (HRDC), University of Allahabad from
18" November to 1% December 2023. Prof. Alpana Kateja,
Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor, University of Rajasthan was the
Chief Guest while Prof. Saurabh Dube,

Professor, Centre for Asian & African Studies, El Colegio de

Distinguished
Mexico, Mexico was the Guest of Honour for the
Valedictory Program held on 1** December. While delivering
address, Prof. Head,
Department of Sociology & Director, UGC-HRDC, University
of Allahabad, emphasized the paradigm shift in the social

the welcome Ashish Saxena,

science research from disciplinary to interdisciplinary and
sought for the use of interdisciplinary in research. The Chief
Prof.
University of Rajasthan in her valedictory address, spoke
about the and data
interpretation in social science research. She appealed to

Guest Alpana Kateja, Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor,

significance of data analysis
the participants to learn, unlearn and relearn new theory,
methods and techniques of research in the Social Sciences.
The Guest of Honour Prof. Saurabh Dube(Cambridge trained
social scientist) delivered a thought-provoking lecture on
Discipline, Subjects, and Modernity. Sir wove a perfect
tapestry with history and Anthropology and portrayed it
under the title of “The Methods and Theory used in Social
Science with special reference to Anthropology". He
provided a comprehensive exploration of key themes within
the field.

Dr. Deborah Darlianmawii, Assistant Professor, Department
of Sociology and the Course Co-ordinator, UGC-HRDC,
University of Allahabad presented the report of the 14 days
refresher course. Further, the participants appreciated the
Course Co-ordinator for herscrupulous and assiduous way
of organising the said refresher course. Dr.C. Sathish,
Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, University of
Allahabad moderated the Valedictory Session while Dr.
Keyoor, Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology,

University of Allahabad delivered the final vote of thanks.
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Department of Zoology

Department of Zoology, organized a lecture on 6™ December,
2023 in the memory of the great Entomologist Prof. U.S.
Srivastava on the topic Chronobiology in Health and Disease
Management. In a riveting lecture on Chronobioloogy, the
expert delved into the intricate relationship between
biological rhythms and health, opening new avenues for
disease management. The Speaker, Prof. Anita Jagota,
University of Hyderabad, unraveled the mysteries of
Chronobiology setting light on how our internal clocks
influence health. Attendees learned practical applications,
including optimising medication schedules for better efficacy.
This insightful
integrating chronobiology into disease management offering

event marks significant step towards
a more personalized approach to health.
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Sangita Srivastava was the

patron for the event.

During the lecture, Dean of Faculty of Science, Prof. Bechan
Sharma, Dean, Research and development, Prof S.I. Rizvi,
HoD, Zoology, Prof K.P. Singh, Prof I.R. Siddiqui and Prof. Anita
Gopesh along with all the faculty members were present. Dr.
Ritu Mishra and Dr. Gaurav Majumdar were the coordinators
for the event. During Valedictory function certificates and

awards were distributed to the winners belonging to M.S c 3™

semester for their outstanding project work on Animal
Behaviour. The programme was convened by Prof. K.P. Singh
and stage management was done by Dr. Ritu Mishra. The
event was concluded with the vote of thanks by the Head of
the Department.

Department of Mathematics

On the auspicious occasion of National Maths Day, which is
celebrated to mark the birth anniversary of the renowned
Ramanujan, the Maths
Department of the University of Allahabad held a quiz and
declamation competition for the students. The teachers of the

Indian mathematician Srinivas

Department also expressed their thoughts on the day.

The programme commenced with the Head of the Maths
Department, Professor S.S. Shukla garlanding the Goddess of
learning and welcoming the guests. Present on the occasion
were Prof. P.K. Singh, Prof. Satyadev, Dr. B.K. Sharma, Dr.
Avnish Kumar Chaturvedi, Dr. Hitesh Ramesh Rondal, Dr. Anup
Kumar Singh, Dr. Alpesh Kumar, Dr. Anup Kumar Singh of the
Department along with research scholars and graduate and
post-graduate students.

The programme was anchored successfully by Dr. Anup Kumar
Singh and Dr. Alpesh Kumar. Ashutosh Giri won the first,
Adarsh Yadav won the second & Vishal Soni won the third Prize
in the quiz competition. A declamation was also organised on
the theme of the contribution of Indian mathematicians to
Maths. In this, the first prize went to Ashutosh Giri, second to
Aditya Yadav, and third to Mrigendra Pandey. The prizes were
distributed by HoD Prof. S.S. Shukla. The event concluded with
the National Anthem & a vote of thanks being proposed by Dr.
Alpesh Kumar.




Department of Psychology

The Department of Psychology, University of Allahabad organized subject specific refresher course in Psychology

from 5™ to 18™ December 2023. The 14 days refresher course was
designed to help psychology teachers from various public and private
universities in the country to remain updated with the developments in
the discipline. The objective was to prepare them to undertake quality
research and propel academic activities in tune with the changing social
and psychological realities of the contemporary world. The course
provided participants with a comprehensive view about the subject and
equipped them with relevant knowledge and skill set.

The course focused on the major trends and emerging challenges in the
field of applied social psychology, organizational psychology, cognitive
psychology, clinical psychology, developmental psychology, stress,
mental health, counselling skills, well-being, positive psychology, impact
of technology on psychological realities of individuals, groups and
organizations, qualitative and quantitative research methods, and
teaching-learning skills etc.

The resource persons were from various premium institutes and
universities who gave their deliberations during the course. The
esteemed speakers were Prof. Ramadhar Singh (for Keynote Address and
one additional session), currently at Ahmedabad University,
Prof. Roomana Siddiqui, AMU, Prof. Purnima Singh, IIT-Delhi, Prof. S.P.K.
Jena, University of Delhi, Prof. S. M. Khan, AMU, Prof. Damodar Suar, IIT-

.

Malaviya Mission-Teacher Training Centre
(Formerly UGC- HRDC, University of Allahabad)
and
Department of Psychology
is organizing

ATwo-Week Online Subject Specific Refresher Course
in

PSYCHOLOGY
from

December 05— 18, 2023
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Director, UGC- HRDC Guest of Honor Dean, R&D
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Dr. Chandranshu Sinha Dr. Shanti Suman
Coordinator, Refresher Course Co-coordinator, Refresher Course

Kharagpur, Prof. Ashish Saxena, UoA, Prof. Braj Bhushan, IIT-K, Prof. Shailendra Singh, 1IM-L, Prof. Ashish Pandey,
[IT-B, Prof. Ashish Khare, UoA, Prof. S. I. Rizvi, UoA, Dr. Priyanka Srivastava, Sr Consultant and Clinical Psychologist,
JP Hospital, Noida, Prof. Manmohan Krishna, UoA, Prof. Rajen K. Gupta, MDI Gurgaon, Prof. Neena Kohli, UoA,
Prof. Bhoomika R Kar, UoA, Prof Kumar Ravi Priya, IIT-K, Prof Manas Kumar Mandal, IIT, Kharagpur, Prof Sanjay

Srivastava, Manav Rachna International Institute of Research & Studies, Faridabad and Prof. Girishwar Misra (for

Valedictory Address).

Gratitude to Prof. S.I. Rizvi, Dean, Research and Development (for address during the inaugural session and one

additional session), Prof Dhanjay Yadav, Prof R. K. Singh, and Prof. Ram Manohar Yadav from the University of

Allahabad for supporting the department during the evaluation process of the participants.

Heartfelt gratitude to Hon. Vice Chancellor Prof. Sangita Srivastava Madam for her visionary and inspiring

leadership, Prof. Ashish Saxena, Director, Malviya Mission Teacher Training Centre (formerly known as UGC-HRDC),

and University of Allahabad for giving the opportunity to the department to organize the refresher course.
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Name of the Author Department /Centre Name of the Journal/ Indexing
Book Chapter

Dr. Vaibhav Srivastava Department of Botany Environmental Pollution SCI, SCOPUS

Dr. Somanjana Khatua Department of Botany Current Research in SCI, SCOPUS
Biotechnology

Dr. Bhima Kumar Philosophy Journal of Indian Web of Science
council of and Scopus
Philosophical Indexed Journal
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Dr. Bhima Kumar Philosophy Journal of UGC-CARE
Asiatic Society Listed Journal

of Bengal

Dr. Bhima Kumar Philosophy Sambodhi, Maha ISBN No.: 978-
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Dr. Pawan Kumar Sharma Department of Geography Punjab Geographer

> Sole/single author — Prof. Prakash Joshi, Dept. of English & MEL
Title - "From Jayasi's 'Padmavat' to Bhansali's: Hsitoriography and Two Tellings of the Tale of
Padmavati of Chittor"
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Editor - Dr. Vijay Kumar Roy, Dept. of English & MEL
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ISBN - 978-93-94964-67-9
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AWARDS/HONOURS/LECTURES

Prof. S.M. Prasad, Department of Botany_has received “Highly Cited Researcher 2023” from Clarivate™, in
recognition of exceptional research performance in the field of Cross- Field.

Dr. Somanjana Khatua, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany has received the Best Paper Presentation
Award at the 35™ Annual Scientific Conference of Ramkrishna Mission Seva Pratishthan Vivekananda Institute
of Medical Sciences, Kolkata.

ﬁamakrishr. ""i=sion Seva Pratishthan
Vivekananda Institute of Medical Sciences

This s to Coufy tht_Lk. Somppuoce. Miadua

Participated in Paper / Poster Presentation
at the 35th Annual Seientific Conference
of this Tnstitution held on 24h to 26t Nocember, 2023.
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Nanofertilizers — A Boon for Sustainable Agriculture
Dr. Harmanjit Kaur, Assistant Professor, Department of Botany

Last few decades have witnessed huge explosion of human population which is putting pressure on utilization of
natural resources. Particularly, agriculture is under strain to ensure food security for this expanding population,
which in turn has forced the farming communities to use chemical fertilizers at an enormous scale. A large amount
of applied chemical fertilizers cause pollution of all three spheres of earth viz. soil, water and air. It is therefore
time to replace traditional farming practices with smart ones that will increase food productivity and nutritional
value without endangering our ecosystem. In this regard, one of the most promising synthetic materials for
attaining sustained agricultural yield through intelligent release is nanofertilizers (NFs), which can lessen the
burden of quantity and cost of chemical fertilizers on farmers. Due to sharp and accurate delivery, NFs are also
referred to as ‘SMART FERTILIZERS'. Besides being easily absorbed by plants, NFs leave little residue in soil, air, or
ground water, thus maintaining environmentally clean production. Crop plants can slowly absorb the nutrients in a

sustainable manner as the nanostructure of NFs (<100 nanometers) and high surface area gives the plant system
more room to accommodate various metabolic processes and have greater penetration efficiency in plants and
soil. NFs applied either in the form of spray on leaves or via seeds can be absorbed through leaves and roots,
thereby influencing the bioavailability, behavior and uptake by the plant. Nevertheless, overdose of NFs may exert
negative effects on crop development and even on natural environment which should be considered before their
application. Cost-value, recyclability, biodegradability, non-toxicity and capability of revival after use are few other
challenges for NF manufacturers. Farmers prefer NFs due to various advantages over traditional fertilizers such as,
long shelf life, ease of handling, ease of transport, compact size and high efficacy rates. Hence, NFs have evolved as
a new horizon in the form of precision agriculture, through which farmers use modern technologies to utilize
fertilizers and other essentials for crops in precision and efficient ways. Although, the current price of NFs is higher
compared to conventional fertilizers, but their large scale production in coming times can reduce the overall cost
and make them accessible to farmers globally.

Synthesis of Nano fertilizers using macronutrient and micronutrients (based on different supporting matrix)

Granules form of fertilizers
(Cu,K, B, Mg, Mn, N, P etc) Supporting matrix

Nanogels Liposome

Nano grinded form of fertilizers
(Cu,K, B, Mg, Mn, N, P etc)

Polymeric

Nano emulsion micells

Immobilization of Nano particles (NPs)

M Absoition and Adsoaﬁnn of NPs ‘

| Encapsulation and Entrapment of NPs J o

Nano fertilizers embedded at NPs

‘ o (CuK, B, Mg, Mn, N, P ete)
\ Cross linking and Covalent linkage with NPs ° o
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Some Important Instructions for AU TALK Grab one for Yourself.

AU Talk is a monthly digital newsletter of the University of Allahabad that shares
latest curricular and extra-curricular activities of the university. It seeks to

enhance the perception of the university by highlighting its accomplishments in ARSI
diverse fields of undertaking. Please note that Coffee table book

AU TALK publishes news about seminars/workshops/conferences that have
taken place at any Department or Centre of the University. A piece of news
along with aphotograph of the organizersshould be emailed
at vizianagramcurator.au@gmail.com

The magazine publishes informative articles also. Articles should aim to bring
out important scientific, ethical, and environmental issues and must be lucid
in their message to society. They can be written in Hindi or English. In one

edition, the magazine can publish up to four such articles. Available at

Memorabilia Shop
er Vizianagaram Campus
SRS T University of Allahabad

Do not send pictures capturing garlanding or shawl/memento-

The magazine should be widely circulated among students and faculty and

on all social media platforms so that the excellent work done under the

auspices of the University of Allahabad reaches far and wide and benefits all.

For any query feel free to contact the Editorial Board.
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