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ast month, Prime Mmuter
I Narendra Modi while }

fat the centenary c:hbnmnl
Aligarh Muslim University said that

there has been an recedented
miﬂd&em&hﬂmgﬁm‘
cation in the country. It is due to the
ent policies, he said, that the
- sl e s st
from 70 per cent to 30 per cent in the
hsl'i";?mmmnhndm
is investing steps in the d:.ru:n'a:.
However, there are a
mnadlh‘ n:"lymr:;m}ythuhu
oo
with the combined efforts of the
non-government isations to
fight unawareness and orthodox val-
ues that act as a major hindrance.
Ome such region is Niwai Block in
the Tonk district of the Western state
of Rajasthan. In the blodks Khidgi vil
Eid am;dxcmmumky
the Muslim Banjaras who are
known for their ignorance towards
E?m‘hmm‘lhm’w—mnﬂ
patriarchal beliefs restricting
and women within the F
the main reason that has deprived sev-
eral adolescent girls of their to
uqu.\tehulcecﬁﬂ.xmhl:l‘lin
There are around 250 houwse-
halds in this rural settlement called

in other cities vtlnl: Ew f:.mlllu are
engaged in cattle trade. ‘Duebm:rL
most men of this community migrate
fwmmtlhmb:]fnftheye:r C:-o;nj
to reasons like d low
status, not mi impuruncengmn
to the education of gir children They
are often married at a young age,” she

Howewer, things have started
positive now. “There are girls

from Banjara community who
have started to come forward fighting

all the odds. One such girl is Sohina
who s no!mi]r pursuing education
bat is equally determinant to raise
illiteracy and child

Whﬂ: apprecnn
the v

Khan said, “Schina was compassion-
ate even as a child and was always

of her. However, her willingness to
my opamion.
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Patti Dhani and Amarpura Dhani to
gz{su:thci.rdmm&hﬁngcdm—

Mahendra Jain, Princi of

community was negative and teach-
ers weren't too concerned about the
education of girls. However, Schina's
confidence and courage transformed
their approach.

Besides pmmo:ﬂ girk’ educa-
tion, Schina along other mem-

P bers of Kishori Manch — an adoles-

cent group run by a non-profit cogan-

2 isation in the region, is also creatin

Against all odds

The education of girls tremendously impacts not only
their own development but also their families and
communities, says RAMA SHARMA

While appreciating the unflinch-

ing courage of Schina, Mohan Lal,
gol:xhcsmrb:?rsmary&chodm
Dhani said, " This girl has worked hard
oot only to connect hersell with
mainstream educa;::l:i ?ul has
inspired around 50 of nearby
areas of Shympm Dhani, Ghatta

awareness among otlus' lncmben n

hﬂ

a-nmm.

Under her keadership, 150 old age
pension forms were filled and subma-
ted to the concerned authorities while
10 widows were connected with the
widow pension scheme. To boost the
confidence among girls and to make
{)i:m self-reliant, several girls h.ﬁ

n given employment training
been s:.ociud with NREGA. In
addition, 15 girls are receiving com-
pater training and stitch cutting

under the Pradhan Mantri

Vikas Yojama which could not
h:n been possible without Schina's
efforts. She also inspired 10 girks from
her community to pursue nursing

pmsxmmﬂpulllhbtn

msptw‘eofﬁw

(.uml’andnya. nformed Kamlesh,
a junior assistant to the Panchayat
commitiee.

Schima’s journcy, however, has
been full of challenges. “We werealso
quite orthodox in our approach
towards our daughter. We would not
have allowed her to step out of the
house if social worker Giriraj Sharma
would not have counselled ws It

ed us understand the
:nbc: of supparting our Ahxghkwc:s
education. We also rted her
decision to train with the Kishori
Manch” shared Sohina’s parents.
Besides, the poar economic condition
c‘ﬂtﬁmﬂyuhoanlnduulbklbu
Sohina acted with courage and con-
tinued to raise awareness among
other girls. Today, not only her par-
ents but the entire community is
proud of her.

Schima believes that girls have
never been a weaker gender and that
lhzylhxddgﬂcqur artunities.
Here, not surprisingly, the female lit-
mmu;usl lOpcrccmofﬂle
entire

Thaear:thercpnmwhmhnud
special attention. Clearly, the existing
modus operandi isnt sufficient to
iddrmlh:nmdsofuhlﬂnm

(Rama Sharma it a recipient of
Sanjoy Ghose Media Awards 2020.)
—harkha Fedtures
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Decentralization of digital education
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EMPOWERMENT
BEGINS AT HOME

Parents haveto walkthe talkand drive homethe point
that the girl child is no different from her male sibling

1.

RAVI CHANDER KOCHHAR
empowarathas oftn been abuzwos] and he
cantal hame of numanus seminars, webinass and panel
discussions in the recent past This is mom $0 as
Ifemational Women's Day, which is celebaied on March 8,
approaches. Al avery such forum, it has been emphasisad that 2
woman must have e cowrage o gand up and male her pres-
ence fed 1o ensure St she gets herdue in every walkof e be it
her tamily, educaionalinsSuSons or e wariphice. All stakehold-
s, including e Governmant and society mud play T respec-
e rlein ensuing woman empowesment, for nurting and eflec-

Svely taking wamen on board fornaion bulding.

Hem, athe han mes formutation and enactment of varous
policies and provisions, sociely has a much mom important role
10 play n achieving e desised outcome. If you study e higafes
of hose who have made 3 mark in Society, ey folbw a certain
patiarn with commaonaiilies including their upbinging, educaion 2
camer profile, Wrther Sigrifying e impac thl mile sociefies play in
WOmenN's empowesment.

As it is said, “charlly bagins at hame”, te starfing paint for
WOmEn's empowaTnant & wilthinthe tamily where each shiing must
be ghen equd opportuniy 3l Brough their formative yers. In this
mgard, pasnts can play avery important rok and both mofher and
falher have 1o walikk e tak and consciously drive home e paint
among he chiltran St he girl child & no diffesent and doesn't hawe
10 be teted difesrly

The second stage which equally influences the mindsd of he
yaung genesaion fowards e principles of gender equality and
women empowenment is af he educ2iond nsSuSons. Ris here
Tt hey come out of hdr hames and join peess of both genders.
These chillen are under he mentoship of heirteachers and he
onus lies wilth e schodis and collgesto ensum Tt he gid child
B given 2 far chance at every lewel, nat only in academics and
msearh but in all other exdacunicular activiies s wel Riswp
hemanagement 0 ensus an aqud oppor unly 1o Al Tham shoutd
be no discminaion n e selbcSon process and every mak and
fanake candidge shoul! be given 2 tai chance. Thesater al Swough
el career it must be ensured that women am gven opporan-
fies 2t par with heir male counterparnts and assessed on he same
pazameters for prolessional appaisd and pomotons. i isaiso he
respon Shilly of he managem i cmate aconducive wark emv-
monment devoid of any form of discéminasion.

Further considesing e special nesds of women and te bio-
bgical difiemnces wilh men, matemity and oher aves should be
ganied &t he appropdate Sme On e ofher hand, women mast
nat ke any undue tvowr or adantage and must cimb the lad-
der of sucoess on hdr merl. Be it professional, administative, o
inapersonal miaSonship, women must move wih confidance. They
mug prove themsshes as compdant, commiliad and sdt-mos-
waied Momover, here is 2 need 1o change e mals mindset and
men must understand Tt in today's compellive wald with he
ohos of gender equality 2t the heim, if any woman is betir, ey
mud acoept ety am to mspect her authodly and ke orders
fom afemak boss. Remember thess am no See Linches and ewery
opporiunity comes with 2 price tag. The quesion is whether you
am ready 1 pay the pécs!

(e writer is Group Pro Vice Chancelby Amily Universily, Utiar
Radesh The wews exprssed ae pesond.)
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The biggest

challenge due to the
present pandemic has
been to keep the faith
of students and
parents anchored in
the system of
education. But until
the COVID-19 battle is
won, teaching will
need to be a merger
between leaming
online and offline, says
KADAMBARI RANA

PIONEER, 10 MARCH 2021

Rethink

s the countries of the world

prepare for COVID-19 vac-

cmnbmdnvulou&gulrﬂ
citizens from any further im|
dth:pmdamc. the tenure of the
COVID-19 and its widespread
devastating impact will always be
remembered as one of the most
turbulent times in recent history
of the modern world.

For time immemorial
mankind has been thrown into
:x!.iml]piundmrhlkm circumstances
such as environ-

chmg:.mculmdpoln

s, ecomomic and tech-

mﬂfmﬂ mdﬂh’mngr

turbulences in the form of fear,

anxiety, jealousy, desperation,
greed mtﬁnu.

However, it has also been wit-
nessed that at each such turbalent
juncture the success and survival
of mankind was directly co-relat-
ed to Lh.;radmceu:lenl made

ahility to a

As for the education sector at
large the biggest challenge in this
Fundmk been to the
aith of students and parents
anchored in the system of educa-

tion. Educators have worked
determin to crut: a sense of

&mhpﬂclrchﬁopnldﬂﬂ

rents and poor accessibibty to
means of communication.
After in the s
waters dmmn] edlmnmrfuz
woeld for almost a yeas, educa-
nnm]mmh.ﬂaa':wwprcpwq
to open their camy again.
Hﬂmtl' unhl the C'OVID [ig
or
smdmumlnccdwbeamerpr
between ].nmmg at the school
campus and at home-based study

basic needs oigiersmdmu ﬁ
must re-create strategies
curriculum in sach a way that
despite the constraints of the
demic and it's afier effects
needs are met.

According to theorist,
Abraham Maslow the needs of the
smd:nu are broadly identified

S pride e

Sut-dfsteema.nd;lm
a ;!'u‘innl need for self-actumlisa-
tion.
DunngﬂmOO\']D 19 ensur-
:E of the students
r:m:f point. The edu-
F - as?l:enthldbeﬁ'u:
ol u.rwd:spemmn
ll_::fm nd our students to max-
imize their potential

ow to teach

School leaders
and teachers must
awaken themselves
to the basic needs
of the students and

must re-create

strategies and
curriculum in such
a way that despite
constraints of the
pandemic and it's
after effects these

needs are met

School leaders must focus on
structure- COVID safe, by fol-
lowing all necessary Government
norms and protocols. A &uﬁn
ment, within the school should be
formed which works full time in
preventing and handling of
CO\;Eods contingencies.

should begin =
mg Hu:pn.nu o xn:lu.dc cl;‘“p
such as; installations Llrn:nnl

poants, nocn.[}y distanced indoor
settings, physically dis-
tanced desk ents, out-
door dass-rooms, for disin-
fecting clissroom and school far-
niture, systems for improved
wash- room practices and so on.
Co to educational com-

tent; sw;ﬂncecimr:dalg:n
nmm}ythcmcdbdufdghvuv
but also content that

i o Re dliaad Radh
mucms:deuhx&mgfnun&m
advance knowledge to foundation
cunccpu. as an interim sokation
the pandemic. Time-tables,

days and school

working hours will also need to be

reworked Even if the schools
reopen, it may still not be advis-
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The business of education
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Online challenges

No instructional technology has been developed to replace cooperative learning that |
takes place in group projects, field studies, recitals and presentations. It is generally |
agreed that students do not learn merely from textbooks; if so, teachers would not be
recquired

he plan to set up virtual
universities is premised
on the National Educa-
tion Policy’s objective of
enhancing the gross enrolment
rate in higher education in the
country from the current 26 per
centto 50 per cent by 2035. How-
ever, global experience leads to
the fear that quality of education
delivered by such universities
may have to be compromised.

The concept of virtual uni-
versities has been developed for
students to obtain almost imme-
diate feedback from teachers
through email or online discus-
sions. When the term came into
existence, it applied to things that
were simulated by the computer,
like virtual memory. Now this has
come to be applied to things that
physically exist and are created
by means of computers.

In fact, the concept of virtual
universities first came with the
idea for a wireless university at
the BBC. In the tele-university
concept, courses were taught on
the radio and television in the
name of “university of air” which
came to take the shape of an
open university.

Online courses mean that
students learn in their own time
by reading course materials,
working on course activities, writ-
ing assignments and interacting
with teachers and other students
through teleconferences. Virtual
classroom environment is acces-
sible to any student provided he
or she has access to a computer
and an internet connection. This
may allow a dynamic interaction
with teachers and among the stu-
dents themselves. The synergy
that may exist in student-centred
virtual classes is one of the most
vital traits of the virtual learming
format.

Virtual Global University in
Germany offers a graduate pro-
gramme in information and
management where students can
have access to a wide network of
people and interactions. They
can work at their own pace.
Hence, the importance of the
development of such skills
including creativity communica-
tion and knowledge application.

However, the fact remains
that a virtual university cannot
provide face-to-face interactions.
So, the students would be depri-
ved of opportunities for better

communication and deeper
understanding. Lack of computer
literacy may also deter them from
adoption of new technology that
may lead to incomplete learning
and low performance. The per-
formance of many students at
DeVry University in the USA was
examined some time ago. The
university offers online and con-
tact versions of all its courses,
using the same texthooks, assess-
ments, assignments and lecture
materials for each format.

Even though the courses
were seemingly identical, the stu-
dents who enrolled online per-
formed worse. As a result, they
would be more likely to drop out.
The hardest hit would be the
unwilling few and

and lower socioeconomic neig-
hborhoods. Intermet access may
pose a significant challenge to
users in a virtual university. Not
even the most sophisticated tech-
nology is hundred per cent
reliable. At the same time, in
order to successfully participate
in an online programme, stu-
dents must be well-organized,
self-motivated and possess time
management skills. An online
teacher must compensate for la-
ck of physical presence by creat-
ing a supportive environment in
a virtual classroom where all stu-
dents feel comfortable in partici-

pating.
Computer-related frustra-
tion and the fear to face new
things among tea-

those who entered
virtual classes with
low grades in their
previous examina-
tions. The weaker
students would be
the worst sufferers.
An overwhelming
advantage to stu-
dent learning by
thrusting informa-

chers may compro-
mise their peda-
gogy. For many it
may be a threaten-
ing experience.

It may be im-
portant to recog-
nize that some sub-
jects cannot be
taught online bec-
ause the electronic
medium does not

tion technology has
not been perceived
just yet, when sim-
ple chalk-and-talk
methods could
have done equally

The writer, a former Assodate
Professar, Department of
English, Gurudas College,
Kolkata, is presently with
Rabindra Bharati University

permit the best
methods of instruc-
tion. Examples are
hands-on subjects
such as public

well.

We cannot think of an equal-
ly good alternative to the class-
room lecture - the discussion
method that has been at the
heart of the teaching-learning
experience. No instructional
technology has heen developed
to replace cooperative learning
that takes place in group projects,
field studies, recitals and presen-
tations. [tis generally agreed that
students do not learn merely
from textbooks, if so, teachers
would not be required. Only
when textbooks and supplemen-
tary study materials are brought
to bear upon a topic to be dis-
cussed in the classroom does the
teaching-learning process
become live. This is accentuated
through projects and assign-
ments followed by term-end
examinations.

Lack of access, whether ithe
for economic or logistic reasons,
may exclude otherwise eligible
students from virtual courses.
This is an important issue in rural

speaking, surgery,
dental hygiene and sports where
physical movements contribute
to the achievement of the learn-
ing objectives. Hybrid courses
may represent a solution, thus
making that area of the course
more accessible to a greater
number of people who would
otherwise have difficulty getting
to the campus.

Online curriculum should
reflect the use of dialogue among
students and group discussions.
Quality education may be provid-
ed in a virtual university only if
the curriculum is developed or
converted to meet the needs of
the medium. The task of access
both to curriculum products and
curriculum experts is an impor-
tant issue for the successof a vir-
tual university. As students can-
not have access to all curriculum
products, itis likely that scientific
visualisation is used as an educa-
tional tool. Curriculum may not
be easily updated nor very inter-
active. Use of email may be effec-

tive for exchange of information.
Video conferencing over the
internet may not be a practical
substitute. From the administra-
tive point of view, the question of
accreditation becomes pertinent.
Where would the credits go? How
can Intellectual Property Rights
be maintained? How will the
issue of faculty control over con-
tent and curriculum be pre-
served? These questions must be
addressed initially.

Programming the curricu-
lum for virtual universities will be
one of the biggest challenges.
Interactive media courseware
development is a tedious opera-
tion. A quality educational prod-
uct would require synergy
between faculty experts, pro-
grammers and digital artists. A
foolproof curriculum requires an
institutional investment in facul-
ty expertise. If students of a virtu-
al university follow a separate
curriculum from on-campus stu-
dents, there may not be sufficient
baseline from which to deter-
mine grades of virtual pupils.
While designing electronic cur-
riculum for distance learners it is
important to build in a reliable
testing infrastructure. If this is
done, the distribution of grades
between the virtual students and
on-campus learners may be
identical.

It must be agreed that the
quality of a degree depends on
the depth and scope of the men-
toring relationship between the
student and a faculty member. To
make possible the interactive
aspect would require an enor-
mous investment of faculty time.
Few teachers would be there to
commit to such a teaching
endeavour.

It is desirable that electronic
courseware and credit granting
must be cost-effective. It may be
argued that reduced cost per
credit hour will be the prime
incentive for students to go in for
virtual university courses. Virtu-
al students would like to buy the
cheapest educational products in
the market where education has
become a commaodity.

If a purely commodified
market model is to be applied in
the case of virtual universities,
then scholarship is sure to be sac-
rificed especially when the bud-
get on the education sector keeps
getting reduced.
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In the ime of inittatives
to meet the Sustainable
Demm Goals (SDGs-17) by
2030, appear shodking to
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achieve SDG-4: “Ensure

and quality education for
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quality education underpins a
develop-
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It’s time to address
learning concerns

The Justice JS Verma Committee in 2012 recorded the existence of
around 10,000 teacher education institutes out to make a quick buck

National Education Policy
(NEP-2020). The

that emerge before the
menters of the NEP-2020

analysed

come In a big way to asstst the
States. | would like 1o recall only

- two such schemes:

Blackboard (OB), restric-
turing and stremgthening of
teacher education Instiutes
(TEIs). As a lateral entrant to
the from the wordd
of academics, ['was in charge of
these two also in Shastrl
Bhavan, with very high hopes
of enhancing the credibility of
sarkart schools and the TEIs By
early 80s, the downfall of
sarkan schools was vistble

THE PATHETIC
CONDITIONS IN
OUR EDUCATION
SYSTEM PERSIST
ONLY BECAUSE OF
A LETHARGIC AND
ARCHAIC WORK
CULTURE THAT
CONTINUES TO
PREVAIL IN THE
DEPARTMENTS OF
EDUCATION IN
MOST STATES AND
UTs. THIS CAN
SERIOUSLY IMPEDE
IMPLEMENTATION
OF THE NEP-2020
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Bridging gap in skill &
industry requirements

Three new programmes aim to offer a
world-class learning experience to
students and help them to become
job-ready, says NIKHIL BARSHIKAR
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Ilddlm skill gap in
career, Imarticus Learning has
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Emmersive FinTech experience,

thereby exposing learners to the cru-

cial aspects of FinTech solutions. The
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Robotic Process Automation (RP

bde&Dnh.lmq\onnx-
Mﬂm of this course, will
gRina recognised certification.

ﬁ:a\l.uln:dlo'l:m&mm



TELEGRAPH, 17 MARCH 2021



ECONOMIC TIMES, 18 MARCH 2021

A Lesson From India

Ramesh Pokhriyal
_—

The Covid-19 pandemic caught the
education system across the world off
guard. With 33 crore students, 1,000
universities, 45,000 colleges, more
than 15 1akh schools, and more than
one crore teachers, the Indian educa-
tion sector has demonsirated remar-
kable resilience. Some may have
considered itan impossible task to
synergise such an extensive network
in the wake of a pandemic. But bigger
challenges mean bigger opportuniti-
es, and India has been successful in
overcoming the former and catching
hold of thelatter.

Asthe initiallockdown commenced,
board examinations for Classes10and
12 were stalled. Students had either
completed all their examinations, or
could appear in1-2exams. To assess all
students in such circumstances, a
normalisation formula with artificial
intelligence (AI)-enabled tools was
devised. This enabled the results to be
delivered in a time-bound manner.

Gol gave prime importance toensure
there was no disruption, for which
technology became crucial. The
entire education system had to be
shifted online, while keeping in mind
India’sdigital divide. Thus, PM eVi-
dya was launched to provide multi-
modal access to education, benefiting
nearly 25 crore schoolgoers across the
country.

The national digital infrastructure
for teachers DIKSHA, the e-learning
DTH channel subscription SWAYAM
Prabha, SWAYAM MOOC (massive
online open courses)and radio broad-
casting were used extensively topro-
vide quality education for all. While
DIKSHA has 20,965,537,651 page views
since March 2020, SWAYAM Prabha

has a view count of 14,265,183. In 2021,
for the January semester, SWAYAM
had more than 18.151akh enrolments
and a view count of 945,354. These
numbers are still increasing.

For ensuring the mental health and
emotional well-being during Covid
and beyond, the education ministry
undertook the ‘Manodarpan’ initiati-
ve, which covered a wide range of
activities to provide psychosocial
support to students, teachersand
families. Simultaneously, the capaci-
ty-building initiative for teachers,
NISHTHA (National Initiative for
School Heads' Teachers’ Holistic
Advancement), was launched, under
which more than 30 1akh elementary
teachers have been trained digitally.

Other significant initiatives such as
the Alternative Academic Calendar
(AAC), PRAGYATA (Plan-Review-
Arrange-Guide-Yak (talk)-Assign-
Track-Appreciate) guidelines, the
India Reporton Digital Education
2020, and learning enhancement
guidelines also ensured that educa-
tion continuity was not hampered. I
had been inregular contact with
students through the education mini-
stry’s ‘Shiksha Samvad’. While taking
up students’ queries related to Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) Main
and other competitive exams, I ascer-
tained from the students’ responses
that they had been preparing well for
these tests. Thus, we decided to con-
duct the JEE Main exams while
adhering tostrict social distancing
norms and other precautions. More
than six 1akh candidates across India

appeared for the exam, andnota
single Covid case was reported.

This became a model example across
the world, and on the basis of which
the October-November 2020 Bihar
assembly elections were conducted.
The IITs, NITSs, IIITs and ITMs have
worked relentlessly. With the research
and innovation undertaken in these
institutions, India developed affor-
dable personal protective equipment
(PPE) kits, masks, ventilators and
sanitisers, not only for Indians but
also for export.

The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 was also introduced du-
ring the pandemic. This has been
accepted as the world’s largest educa-
tional reform of the Covidera. The
policy isaimed atoverhauling the
entire education system for the grea-
ter good of students. From early to
higher education, the policy entails
reforms to transform Indiaintoa
knowledge superpower. Before the
commencementof the next 2021-22
academic session, Gol will introduce
major provisions of NEP 2020, such as
an academicbank of credit,common
admission test for central universities
and multiple entry-exit in India’s top
100 institutions. It will also be introdu-
cing multidisciplinary courses in the
Institutions of Eminence (IoEs).

Similarly, the National Education
Technology Forum (NETF) will be
established to take education to the
country’sfarthest corner with tech-
nology. The establishment of the
National Research Foundation (NRF)
under the principal scientific adviser
should transform India’s research
landscape. An outlay of ¥50,000 crore
over the next five years has been
allocated for it in the 2021 budget.

NEP 2020 isnot merely a policy buta
vision document that has sentouta
strong message that India israpidly

«» movingahead in the global education

stakes. With its implementation, the
day isnot far when India shall reclaim

F itsstatusas vishwaguru.
9

Thewriter is Union education minister, Gol



TV Mohandas Pai

| The National Education
8 Policy sets an ambitious
W direction for school
SN education. For the first
i time, we have a policy
i "“\ focused on learningand
notjustschooling. Toachievethisaimas
we come out of a year of learning loss,
states need to make quick, targeted
changes that will yield significant
improvement in the short term. At the
same time, we must carry out deeper
structural reforms to the Right to
Education Act that will enshrinearight
tolearning, instead of theright toschool
enrollment that it is today.

In terms of low hanging fruit, one
critical area is curriculum rationali-
sation. Currently, we have a “mile wide
inchdeep”system, inwhichchildrenare
rushed through key foundational com-
petencies - like reading with meaning -
without mastery, and they fall off the
boat early as the curriculum progresses
intomore challenging territory.

2020 has been a difficult year for school
education, with studies suggesting that
40-50% of Indian students have not
learned anything during this period, and
only a third of rural students received
learning materials in the week before
the survey. Given this, refocusing curri-
culum at every grade level in primary
school around basic foundational skills
inreading and mathematics is a change
states can make easily. This should start
asearly as thenext academic year.

It'salsocritical forstates tomoveaway
from the no-letention policy - so that
students who have fallen behind during
Covid don't drift through many more
years of education with no learning, and
introduce vocational training options
starting class 8, so more children have op-
portunities beyond traditional education.

However, to sustainably improve
learningoutcomes for all students in the
long term, structural reform with
legislative heft is critical - and the most
decisive way to do this would be toreview
the Right to Education Act 2009, Broadly,
thereare three areas RTE reform should
cover-across all schools, a robust learning
outcome assessment and information
dissemination system at the school level

TIMES OF INDIA, 20 MARCH 2021

From Schooling To Learning

For India to make this shift, it must reform the Right to Education Act

to target support and promote account-
ability; ingovernment schools, a reorga-
nisation of resourcing to overcome
obvious barriers to learning; and in
private schools a regulatory environment
that establishes transparency, predicta-
bility of finances and self-regulation
and empowers school managements, not
inspectors or committees.

Global experience and research have
shown that a universal and standardised
assessment system across all schools is
key. A “right” to education isn't achievable
without a mechanism to measure that a
student is able to achieve meaningful
learning outcomes through their schoo-
ling. Board exams come too late - around
80% of schools do not reach the board
level, ending at Grade 5 or Grade 8, NEP's
current provision around assessments
for all students at key stages - like grades
3,5and 8-canallow twocritical things.

First, it can be used to publicise school
level results, giving parents information.
This will push private and government
schools to up their game. Second, it will
give the government system detailed
information to target and review school

To truly improve governance,
we must understand that in
India profit cannot be limited
by committees or laws, only
by competition. The
not-for-profit mandate on
schools should be lifted

support mechanisms. The RTE is the
right place toensure the presence of such
fundamental infrastructure.

In government schools, the RTE
provision around neighborhood schools
has resulted in what experts term the
“smallification” of schools. According to
government data, 402% of government
schools have fewer than 50 students, and
only 2 teachers on average to teach 5 or
more grades. Rajasthan’s Adarsh school
consolidationmodel, with acomposite, fully
staffed 1-12 school in each gram panchayat,
might provide a pathway for reform at the
national scale. To enable this, the require-
ment around school distance from habita-

tions should shift to one of guaranteeing
access without dictating how it's provided.

In private schools, RTE's input
focused norms and rules have created a
complex and burdensome regulatory
environment which inhibits entrepre-
neurs wishing to start private schools,
while creating an obstacle course for
existing schools. A study found that a
licensetoopen aschool in Delhirequires
125 document types, which pass through
155 steps across government depart-
ments. Further, stipulations around
land ownership or lease periods, playg-
rounds, staircase width, teacher salaries,
admission rules, fee caps, and myriad
othersexist across states. Thisframework
grossly  discourages  meaningful
Investment by passionate educators
and leaves the ground open for mediocre
opportunists, These requirereview.

To truly improve governance, we
must understand that in India profit
cannot belimited by committeesorlaws,
only by competition. The not-for-profit
mandate on schools should be lifted. In
1ts place, entities through the Companies
Act could register as schools and be
governed and taxed better and more
transparently  through  existing
mechanisms. Simultaneously, via cross-
subsidisation, thiscanbealevertobring
RTE Section 12(1)(c) closer to its crucial
objective - bringing a more diverse
population toa schoolof choice.

Currently, only 4.7% of the 8 crore
students in unaided schools use this
provision instead of the envisioned 25%,
largely due to poor state uptake and low
reimbursementrates. Revenuefromschool
taxation could be funmelled back intoedu-
cation spending - possibly througha DBT
of Rs5,000- 15,000 per year to economically
weaker students. This would achieveadual
purpose. Liberalisation would encourage
innovation in schooling, and use of tax
revenue to fund DBTS might give more
families access toa school of choice.

Covid-19 has been a shock to our
economy and system; it has also provided
an opportunity to review several sectors.
Structural reform in education should
follow. Or the25crorechildren currently
in our schooling system will struggle to
take their place in tomorrow’s economy.

The writer is Chairperson, Manipal
Global Education & AARIN Capital




AICTE's proposal to
drop Maths and
Physics from the list
of mandatory
subjects to seek
admission in
engineering courses
has stirred up
disbelief, controversy
and memes. MUSBA
HASHMI speaks with
experts to analyse the
fallout and feasibility
of this pathbreaking
recommendation
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN?
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Visva-Bharati in the rut

‘ ?1sva¢Eharati University's theme song ~ Amuad-

er Santiniketan ~ has seldom been more jar-
ring. As the institution lurches from crisis to
crisis, it reflects poorly on the Vice-Chancellor when
he threatens to close the university "before [ leave”.
Professor Bidyut Chakraborty, political scientist of
Delhi University, hastens to add that "I am not
threatening”. It is a reflection too of his stewardship
and the virtual collapse of the administration that
“here nobody works and almost everybody is only
interested in seeking full salary”. Going by the yard-
stick of sloth, this central university has surpassed
the average sarkari office in West Bengal, most par-
ticularly under the incumbent VC's tenure. That
said, it must be conceded that the state government
has at best only a tangential interest in the affairs of
the central institution. It is hard not to wonder
whether Tagore's legacy has been trashed fair and
square when Prof Chakraborty admits in a rare
moment of candour that "Visva-Bharati University
has become a haven for thieves and dacoits”. With-
out going into details, the VC says he has taken
action already against “three thieves, the first Vice-
Chancellor ever to do so.” Wholly unrelated to the
academic narrative is his sniper attack on the Trina-
mul president of Birbhum district, Anubrata Mondal
~ "He is mad,” though Mamata Banerjee had once
complimented him as bhalo cheley (good boy).
Visva-Bharati has of late been mired in a con-
troversy too many. The VC had stoked disputes
when he claimed that Rabindranath Tagore was an
“outsider”. And that Amartya Sen had encroached
upon the land that belongs to Visva-Bharati. Actual-
ly, however, Pratichi, the name of Sen’s residence in
Santiniketan, was built by his father, Asutosh Sen,
and the task of measuring the land and drawing a
conclusion devolves on Bolpur municipality. And
yet Pratichiwas at the centre of a bitter controversy
some months ago. It would be facetious to blame
Sen for the emergence of roadside vendors whose
merchandise is up for sale in the area. Such ven-
dors, now integral to the rural and urban landscape,
are no less active in the vicinity of Rabindra Bha-
van, a property of the university. The ashramites,
the long-time Santiniketan residents in general, and
faculties have been vehement in their objection to
the construction of boundary walls on the campus,
thus impeding the movement of people. This week,
a fortnight before Doljatra, the VC stoked yet anoth-
er controversy by advancing the date of Vasant
Utsav. The decision is based on the seemingly
cogent logic that the crowds might spur the spread
of Covid and thus hasten the second surge in rural
Bengal. That said, advancing the event cannot min-
imise spread. Furthermore, there was no call for a
sudden announcement. In its centenary year, Visva-
Bharati University must of necessity be riveted to
matters academic. The Vice-Chancellor ought to be
aware that the university has slipped in the list of the
country’s best institutions. He needs to rescue Visva-
Bharati from the rut.



DECCAN HERALD, 23 MARCH 2021



STATESMAN, 23 MARCH 2021



C Raj Kumar

Universities have been
forums of Kknowledge
creation and exchange,
and they continue to
play an instrumental
role in transforming
nations into knowledge societies. Over
time, their academic freedom has been
curtailed, and their significance as tools
of social change has diminished. The
Academic Freedom Index established by
the Global Public Policy Institute (GPP1)
has demonstrated that academic freedom
has been challenging for universities in
severalnations. Albert Einstein famously
observed, “By academic freedom, I
understand the right to search for truth
and to publish and teach what one holds
tobe true. This right also implies a duty:
One must not conceal any part of what
one has recognised to be true.”

Recenteventsthathavetakenplaceina
reputed Indian university are only a
reflection of the more significant public
concernacross the world relating toacade-
mic freedom, institutional autonomy and
regulatory stringency. While many issues
of academic freedom are being debated in
the public domain, we need to engage ina
deeper and more nuanced analysis of
theseissues, which will shape thefutureof
universities in India and across the world.

Attheoutset, itneeds tobementioned
that academic freedom is fundamental to
any university in theworld. Democracies
takepridein thefactthat they've precious
spaces in society where freedom of
speech isduly protected and promoted. In
a democracy that celebrates freedom of
expression of diverse views, ideological
dogmatism of any Kind, either from
the Left or from the Right, will not help
universities. At the heart of academic
freedom is preserving democratic ideals
consistently, promoting pluralism and
nurturingdemocratic institutions.

Our challenge as educators is to
recognise the complex role universities
play as social organisations. No unique
circumstances favour or disfavour a
public or private university to
promote academic freedom within its
institutional context. However, there're
undoubtedly historical, social, political
and economic factors contributing to
Institutionalising academic freedom in
somesocieties more than others.

A -
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The Role Of The University

Nation needs it, and it can only thrive with academic freedom and institutional autonomy

The fundamental objectives of
university governance are based on the
following three principles to promote
academic freedom, while ensuring
institutional autonomy, First, all recruit-
ment, appraisal and assessment of faculty
and staff ought to be entirely undertaken
within the university They must be
performance-based, following the policles,
rules and regulations of the university.
The powers for decision-making to
implement these processes must be vested
in the university's leadership, which
includes the faculty and staff. Outsiders,
including the most generous donors,
should be excluded from this process.
Internal governance of a university is
central to protecting academic freedom,
and it has to be led by the faculty and not
anybody from outside the university.

Second, all decisions relating to the
formulation of programmes, curriculum,
courses, pedagogy and establishment of
schools/ departments ought to be
determined within the university as per
established policies, rules and regula-
tionsof the university with all powersof
decision-making vested within the
faculty and staff of theuniversity. While
these decisions are taken in consonance

NEP 2020 has envisaged
substantive regulatory reforms
to empower Indian universities
« Internal governance of a
university is central to
protecting academic freedom,
and it has to be led by the
faculty and not anybody from
outside the university

with the laws, rules, regulations and
guidelines given by the various govern-
ment and regulatory bodies and based on
international best practices, nobody from
outside the university should exercise
control or influence in these decisions.
And third, all decisions relating to
the research that's undertaken by the
faculty members, including their publi-
cations ought to be based upon the
principles of academic freedom and
intellectual autonomy, Those faculty
members who're involved in academic
research ought to have full autonomy to
determine the type of research projects
and initiatives, including the topics of

research that they undertake, and the
outcomes of the research. While the
faculty members will be engaging in
research and publications that'll speak
truth to power, it should be based upon
evidence, especially when the intention of
theresearch is to inform policy-making.
Going forward, we need to recognise
the importance of two central aspects of
university governance for academic
freedom to be meaningfully institutio-
nalised in Indian universities. One,
regulatory freedom. The National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has
envisaged substantive regulatory reforms
to empower Indian universities.
Regardless of their public or private
character, universities in Indiaare hugely
(ependent on multiple stakeholders for
effective internal governance. These
stakeholders are internal and external to
the institution. Without achieving sub-
stantive regulatory freedom, no university
can function in a genuinely autonomous
manner and protect the academic free-

. domof faculty and students. I believe that
S this is the intention of NEP 2020 as well,

which promotes “a ‘light but tight’
regulatory framework toensure integrity,
transparency, and resource efficiency ...
while encouraging innovation and out-
of-the-box ideas through autonomy, good
governance, and empowerment.”

Two, universities need to develop a
cultureof transparency in which impor-
tant decisions are taken after proper
consultation with all stakeholders. The
need for consultation, communication
and consensus-building is imperative.
However, for decisions to have legitimacy
and acceptance, there ought to be the
fundamental and foundational aspect of
trust, respect and collegiality among
all stakeholders, Only then will
(isagreements not lead to acrimonious
engagements that can vitiate the
academicand intellectual ecosystem, and
universities must guard against that.

The vision and imagination of NEP
2020, if implemented in letter and spirit,
will enable Indian universities to provide
world-class education, while promoting
excellence and contributing to nation-
building. Atmanirbharta’, for the nation,
institutions, especially universities, is
intertwined with the fundamental princi-
ples of freedom, autonomy and governance.

The writer is founding Vice-Chancellor of
OP Jindal Global University
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HARASSMENT OF
NUNS MUST STOP

The nuns sacrifice their whole lives in the service of
sodety and want nothing in retum

MARKANDEY KATJU
recent incident of harasemant of nuns from Kerala in Jhans
by the Right-wing goans needs 0 be unequivocaly con-
demned as I bings disgrace © our country. Nuns are no
ordinary women and they mnder greal service 1o soGy, parsc-
ularly in he lields of educaSon and healihcare. Some of he best

conven! schook in India 2 run and managed by thess sitess
and amost everyons wants his or her daughtter or other fermale
miafive 10 get admission in hese missionary schodls. Further, he
hospitals hey run are also par excalience.

The nuns sacrifice her whale lives in he sendce of society
and want nofhing in refurn for hdr seifess devosSon. They ve a
discipiined e and serve people withou! any discriminason. They
are degrived of the pleasures and hap piness which most wamen
have — a family, a hushand and children. And ye! many people
lavy al Minds of f3se and hasless dlpgaSons on hesenuns, SOMe
of which am befler left unsaid  One of he JdiegaSons hat hey
do forcble conwersions is papably fase

When | was a lawyer, and Ber a judge at the Allahabad
Court, the nuns of St Mary's Coment wha run the best girs schoal
in e town, would oftan come 1o me for hap. | have ahways heiped
hem pro bono. Their bigges! harassment would begin 2 month
or two bdom schoal aimissions kick-starts in March as the schoal
session started in Apdl. Often they wers hamassad by the author
iSes and oficials, who wanied B secum a seat for heir daugh-
rs or ofher female miaves i he schodl

The harassment was 3 way 10 ceale pressure as he ssals
in he pesigbus schod were miled and for every sel hem
would be at east 10 or 20 asprants. in such a siuaSon, a com-
peSTve st was imperafive and was omganisad 1o select the can-
didates Howewer, in case any oficial’s daughter failed to get
Srough he enfrance fest, she would haass e mns andcm-
ae pressue. | remember how e municipal authories once sent
2 noice 0 he Péncipal Sister Evelyn, aleging hat he bnd on
which e school stood had been llagally occupied, which of course
was iotally tise On another occasion, an Income Tax noice was
sant by an income Tax ofiicial whose daughter had nat been able
%0 beat e competlion. Alsa, palice oficials would often harass
them and since e nuns were ddenceiess, heyhad aften o suc-
cumb o such

Apart fom e harassment by he authodSes and oficials,
e nuns were aiso faced with he goonda-type student leaders
of e Allahatad University, who pressure them for giving admis-
sion 10 their candidates. After | became a judge of he Alahabad
High Court in 1991 whenever the nuns had a probllemn they came
0 me for hep and | would call e District Magistralte or ofher
amaly and i him that e haacoment mus? stop . The result
was hat e nuns star ted mganding me as her eider brather, and
ey would someSmes inviteme over for 83 | still mmember e
excelent cakes hey would hemssivwes prepare for me.

In my opinion, the nuns am ow role models and if our maon
has 1o progress, our people must develop the spislt of service and
sacricewhich he nuns have. Far from harassing them, we must
give them e highes! respect and leam fram them.

(The writer is a former judge of the Supreme Cowrt of india.
The views expressed are persanal )
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Nearly 30 Years After A 50% Ceiling Was Imposed On Total Reservations, SC Is Considering The Issue Afresh. Is It Time To Lift The Cap Or Not?

Crossing the current 50% ceiling may

Quotas cannot be reduced to a math
formula. Leave decision to the states

n the famous Mandal case (Indra

Sawhney vs Union of India), a nine-

judge bench of the Supreme Court

recorded that the Hindus who form
the majority in our country are divided
into four varnas —Brahmins, Kshatri-
vas, Vysias and Sudras —forming a
four-tier hierarchical caste system. All
women are supposedly Sudras.

Panchamas (untouchables) are out-
caste and they are subjected to suppres-
sion by all the four varnas. In short, in-
equality is inbuilt in the caste system.
Thus, Sudras (Socially and Education-
ally Backward Classes — SEBCs)and the
untouchables (Scheduled Castes) are
deprived of education and excluded from
administration. SEBCs, 8Cs and STs
constitute backward classes.

The following lines are extracted
from the judgment of Madras High
Court dated 18.04.1914 in Gopala Moopa-
nar vs Dharmakarta Subramaniyva Iyer,
rendered by Justice Sadasiva Iyer:

“Owing, howeuver; to the repression of
Kshatrivas and Vysias by the Brahmins

Reserved categories hardly
get any representation among
executives/secretaries in the
Central Secretariat where
policies are decided, orin
IITs/ IIMs and PSUs

in the medieval ages, most of the Kshatri-
yas and Vysias have to the posi-
tion of Sudras™.

Thus, the backward classes, who are
deprived of education and excluded from
administration, constitute a big major-
ity among the Hindus. The debate on the
reservation and the percentage thereon
shall be made, taking into account this
historical background.

While Article 16 (4) of the Constitu-
tion has provided reservation in public
employment to backward classes, unfor-
tunately the Constitution originally en-
acted did not provide for reservation in
education. This led to insertion of Arti-
cle 15(4) by way of the very first amend-
ment to the Constitution extending res-
ervation to education.

Reservation to backward classes has
faced various hurdles caused by the
dominant castes. One such hurdle is an
attempt to fix a ceiling of 50% on the
quantum reservation.

Nowhere does
the Constitution
prescribe a 50%
ceiling on quota.
Yet in 1962, a five-
judge bench of the
Supreme Court in
the M R Balaji vs
State of Mysore
case laid down that
reservation should
be less than 50%.
FOR However, in 1975,

another five-judge
bench of the Supreme Court in the State
of Kerala vs NM Thomas case, consider-
ing all the decisions relating to the 50%
ceiling, concluded that the percentage of
reservation would be incumbent on facts
and circumstances of each case and no
’hard and fast rule could be laid down. The
quota matter cannot be reduced to a math-
ematical formula so as to be adhered in
all cases uniformly

In fact, the Supreme Court gave an
illustration that if a state government
provides 80% reservation based on the
population of backward classes in that
state being 80%, the policy cannot be
faulted with. As per the judgment, the
dominant object of reservation is to take
steps to make inadequate representation
adequate for backward classes in public
employment and education.

But, SEBCs were not identified by
many state governments as well as the
central government under Article 340 of
the Constitution, thereby denying them
reservation. It was only in 1990 that reser-
vation of 27% to SEBCs was provided by
the V P Singh government in central gov-
ernment employment by implementing
Mandal Commission recommendations.

There is no blanket ban with respect
to the percentage of reservation in the
Mandal judgment, as in the 1962 judg-
ment referred to above. However, it took
about two more decades for the central
government to provide 27% reservation
in education to SEBCs. Still, many state
governments in North India have not
provided reservation to SEBCs in educa-
tion and public employment.

The constitutional goal can be
achieved only if the SEBCs, SCs and STs
occupy the higher echelons of service
and not the lower services alone. Justice
Chinnappa Reddy of the Supreme Court
expressed his view in Vasanth Kumar’s
case in the following words:

“Why not ask ourselves why 35 years
after Independence, the position of the

Justice (Retd) D
Hariparanthaman
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FORWARD VERSUS BACKWARD: Reservation, a hot-button issue in the country,
continues to bring people out on the streets

Scheduled Castes, etc. has not greatly
improved? Is it not a legitimate question
to ask whether things might have been
different, had the District Administrator
and the State and Central Bureaucrats
been drawn in larger numbers from
these classes?”

Now, even after 75 years of Independ-
ence there is noimprovement in the situ-

f the reasons to oppose the pro-
posed stretching of all quotas in
government jobs and in seats in
colleges beyond the current 50%
ceiling, some are fairly trivial. For exam-
ple, one argument is that the measure
(now a question before the apex court) may
be contrary to what our Constitution mak-
ers envisaged while another sees it asreek-

ation, since ing of vote-
there are not bank politics.
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of India. While the first two articles stipu-
late quotas in the legislature, article 335
deals with job quotas. Nowhere else does
one find any provisions of reservations for
any other group(s). At present all quotas
for groups other than the SC/STs are
granted as exceptions to the fundamental
right to equality. The governments are not
even bothered to amend the article 335 to

add new groups, as
it would expose the
bankruptcy at not
thinking through
the whole matter
Parliament has

the power to add
new provisions to |
the Constitution [
and the Supreme
Court through ju-
dicial review can
uphold a law con-
stitutional. There-
fore, legal or constitutional arguments
against crossing the 50%mark do not
hold water, though they are sound and
logical. While upholding the OBC res-
ervations in 1992, the court in a way
lifted the floodgates halfway, and now it
is set to determine whether any more
lifting is warranted.

As for the insinuation of vote-bank
politics, that’s how democracy works.

However, the outrage against the
matter is this: For decades we have been
witnessing the arguments that certain
groups deserve reservations as they are
as poor and as deprived as the SC/STs.
Now it is formal and constitutional that
the OBCs are identical to the SC/STs.
So, the implication is that while in 1950,
a fourth of India’s population (SC/STs)
was very poor and discriminated
against enough to grant them reserva-
tions, in 2021 anywhere around two-
thirds of India's population are indeed
the SC/STs!

How have we managed this stupen-
dous accomplishment? By amending
the Constitution!

Itis a welcome development that a con-
stitution bench is looking into the matter
in a comprehensive way. The big picture
starts with the Constitution (102 amend-
ment) Act of 2018 which established the
National Commission for the Backwards
Classes (NCBC). Parliament copy-pasted
the article 338 to create article 338 (B).

Article 338 created the National
Commission for the SC/STs. In the
early 2000s, this article was duplicated
as article 338 (A) to create a separate
commission for the §Ts. The move did
not attract much attention as the SC/
STs are identical in several respects.
Therefore, articles 338 for the SCs and
338 (A) for the STs neatly fit into our
constitutional scheme as well as our
moral imagination.

But the trouble comes with another
replica of article 338 as article 338 (B).

00% quotas

We are bound to hear arguments in fa-
vour of increasing quotas above 50%
that groups such as Marathas, Patidars,
Jats, etc are not just poor but they are
similar to the SC/STs, nay they are also
the SC/STs but called the OBCs. That
seven decades of democratic govern-
ance has not only increased the number
of poor people but rendered many of
them similar to the SC/STs is an uncon-
scionable twisting of the reality.

Beneath the surface of demands and
arguments for more quotas is the senti-
ment that each group deserves its share
of resources, and that share ought to be
proportionate to its numbers. It may
sound reasonable and be consistent
with the logic of democracy. But, given
that India stands finely sliced into thou-
sands of sub-castes, proportionate so-
cial justice will result in more litiga-
tion, demands for quotas from every
other group, and what have you. The
real question, therefore, is not whether
to cross the 50% ceiling, but whether to
have 100% quotas.

As Harvard philosopher
Michael Sandel suggests, a
lottery to select candidates for
college admissions and public
employment could be a better
way of ending elitism
[E——]

Recently, Michael J Sandel of Har-
vard University has revived, in his
book, The Tyranny of Merit, an old idea
on how the lottery could be a better way
of selecting successful candidates for
college admissions. Instead of drawing
the merit list of a few hundred out of
thousands of applicants, a simple sys-
tem could be worked out by first elimi-
nating the bottom one-tenth or one-
fourth who are found to be unfit, and
then selecting the winners through
lottery. India's governance failures have
created both the victims and the fake
winners. The mere accident of one’s
birth determines whether one would be
a winner or a loser. We need a system
that will neither punish the victims nor
reward the winners. Lottery to select
candidates for college admissions and
public employment could be that sys-
tem, not increasing the quotas.

The writer is senior fellow, Centre
Jor Policy Research, Delhi
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