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Objectives of the Course:  

 The course makes an endeavor to comprehend the extension of the ideas of the founding 
fathers in both functional, conflict and interactionist and constructionist traditions of 
sociology. It provides a better way of comprehending the social reality as interaction 
between the structure and individual as both have their role in changing the society.  

UNIT- I Functionalist Perspectives 

 Macro-Micro Integration 

 Talcott Parsons- Voluntaristic theory of social action, Pattern variables, Functional 
Prerequisites of social system  

Robert K. Merton- paradigm of functional analysis, reference group, middle range 
theories 

Jeffrey Alexander- Neo-functionalism 
 

UNIT II     Structuralist and Conflict Perspectives 

                    Claude Levi-Strauss- Structuralism   
 L. Althusser – structural Marxism; Ideological state apparatus  
                     Anthonio Gramsci- Hegemony 
                     Dahrendorf- The class and class conflict in industrial societies 
 Lewis Coser- Functions of Conflict 
 

UNIT III    Interactionist Perspectives - I 

                   G.H. Mead- Mind, Self and Society 
 Herbert Blumer- Symbolic interactionism 
 Erving Goffman- Presentation of self in everyday life 
 

UNIT IV       Interactionist Perspectives - II 

 A. Schultz- The phenomenology of social world  
 Garfinkel – Ethno-methodology 

P. Berger and Luckmann- The social construction of reality. 
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