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Objectives of the Course:         

 This course aims to provide students with an understanding of philosophical issues 

besides research designs, formulation of research problems, in terms of 

comparative, functional and evolutionary, historical perspectives besides their 

explanations. 

UNIT I Philosophical Issues in social science research 

 Forms and Types of Knowledge; Reason and Science; Inductive and Deductive Logic; 

Value and Value-neutrality in Social Sciences; Ethics in Social Sciences; Cross-

Cultural Research  

UNIT II Components of Social Research  

 Concept, Definition, Classification, Hypothesis, Theory, Fact, Identification of 

Research Problem, Empirical Generalizations   

UNIT III  Methodological Perspectives in Social Research    

 Positivism and Its Critiques; Verstehen, Conjectures and Refutations 

 Comparative, Functional, Dialectical and Ethnographic Methods   

UNIT IV Explanations and Critical Social Research in Social Sciences:  

 Genetic, Intentional and Functional Explanations; Empirical Generalizations; 
Grand Theories and Middle-Range Theories,  
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