
ADVANCED SOCIAL THEORIES 

Course Code: SOC-507 
Course Mode: L-T-P-C: 3-1-0-4 

Course Type: Core Course 
Semester: Autumn 

Objectives of the Course: 

  Building on the understanding of the key ideas of the earlier courses on sociological theories, 

this course engages with advanced social theories. It introduces students to the post modern 

turn that casts a doubt on the possibility of sociological theory itself. Finally the course highlights 

new developments in the sociology of the changing world.  

UNIT- I Basic Concepts   

 Post-modernity; Post-colonialism; Power and Knowledge; Agency-Structure; 

Habitus; McDonaldisation 

 UNIT II     Critical Theories   

 Jurgen Habermas - Public Sphere and Communicative Action  

 Adorno and Horkheimer - Dialectics of Enlightenment 

 Judith Butler- Feminist Theory   
 

UNIT III       Postmodern Theories  

 Michael Foucault - Discourse, Knowledge &Power 

 Lyotard - The Postmodern Condition 

 Jacquis Derrida - Deconstruction  
 
UNIT IV   The Changing World Order 

 Anthony Giddens- Structuration, The Constitution of Society, The 
Consequences of Modernity 

 Pierre Bourdieu - Outline of a Theory of Practice 

 Ulrich Beck - Risk Society 
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