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Objectives of the Course:  

The course offers the broad conceptual frameworks used in the discipline.  It will provide 
the students with a strong conceptual grounding that helps in laying a strong foundation for 
other papers in the discipline.  

UNIT- I Key Concepts of Social Structure: 

- Society; Community; Social structure; Organization; Institutions and Association; 
Status, Role and its types  

- Culture and Civilization; Norms and Values  

- Social Groups and its types: Primary and Secondary group; In-Group, Out-Group; 
Reference group  

- Social stratification and its forms- Slavery, estate, caste, class and status groups 

 - Social Control and its agencies; Anomie  

UNIT II         Basic Social Institutions:   

Family: Classification of family; Functions of family  

Marriage: Marriage and its types, Marriage practices 

Kinship: Kinship terms, terminologies and usages  

UNIT III Derivative Institutions:   

Economy: Property, capital, division of labour  

Polity: Authority, Power, Political Party 

Religion: Sacred and profane, totemism, animism, communalism, secularism 

UNIT IV        Social Processes and Change:  

- Social Processes: competition, conflict and cooperation, acculturation, diffusion and 
assimilation  

- Socialization: Types and agencies 

- Social change, development, progress, evolution and revolution  
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